SUPPORTING THE ENFORCEMENT OF
THE OPEN SKIES AGREEMENTS
Toolkit for Activists

www.teapartypatriots.org

TABLE OF CONTENTS
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13

HOW TO USE THIS TOOLKIT
OPTIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT
TALKING POINTS ON THE OPEN SKIES AGREEMENTS
SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA
HOW TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR
SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATOR
SAMPLE LETTER TO THE WHITE HOUSE & ADMINISTRATION
OP-EDS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
ABOUT TEA PARTY PATRIOTS

1025 Rose Creek Dr., Ste. 620-322 | Woodstock, GA 30189 | www.teapartypatriots.org

HOW TO USE THIS TOOLKIT
Our nation has a rich history of advancing trade policies that embody the virtues of the free market, a commitment
to human rights, and the core principles of America’s founding. International trade has been a cornerstone of our
nation's economic success and exceptional nature.
Trade agreements only work, however, if both parties abide by the rules. A glaring example of how Americans are
hurt when trade deals are not enforced is happening with our Open Skies agreements. These bilateral agreements
between foreign countries and the United States govern international ﬂight routes and are intended to beneﬁt
businesses and consumers alike. But in recent years, three Middle East government-owned airlines – Emirates,
Etihad Airways, and Qatar Airways – have violated Open Skies policy by ignoring the terms that explicitly prohibit
mass government subsidies to airlines. This trade cheating is oﬀensive and harmful to the American people – it puts
over 1.2 million American jobs at risk. Such a loss would be devastating to the American economy.
These three Gulf airlines are all heavily subsidized – investigators have proven to the tune of more than $50 billion!
– by the governments of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates. In fact, without subsidization, these airlines would
not be operable – they would be swimming in debt’s red ink. Government subsidies, especially on this scale,
dramatically distort the market. The three airlines ﬂy routes that are not proﬁtable, for the exclusive purpose of
driving out the competition, with their government backers covering their losses. If we don’t act, the Gulf carriers
could eventually dominate ﬂights to and from the U.S., and set prices however they please. That’s not how
competition is supposed to work.
President Trump campaigned on a promise to put America ﬁrst -- especially by overturning trade deals that give
Americans a raw deal and prioritize foreign trade cheaters over American jobs.
Let’s make sure President Trump knows we support his priorities. With your help, our president can make
America great again by enforcing our trade agreements and making sure they are the best deals possible for
the American people.
This toolkit is designed for activists around the country to help bring attention to these violations of our Open Skies
agreements. Without publicizing this issue and forcing our government to enforce these agreements, these foreign
countries will continue to put millions of American jobs at risk. That’s not putting America First! Included in this
toolkit, you will ﬁnd sample social media, a sample letter to the editor, a sample letter to send to your Senators and
the White House, and additional supporting material to help educate and empower tea party activists on this issue.
We look forward to seeing how you employ the various components of this toolkit!
In liberty,
The Tea Party Patriots Support Team
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OPTIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT
Write 1 Facebook post to share with your friends about the need to enforce the Open Skies Agreements.
(Total time: 10 minutes)

Tweet about the Open Skies Agreements. (Total time: 10 minutes)

Write a letter to the editor. (Total time: 1 hour)

Write an email or letter to a Member of Congress. (Total time: 30 minutes)

Write an email or letter to President Trump. (Total time: 3 hours)

Sign our petition and be sure to “check the box” so we can send your message to Congress. (Total time: 5
minutes). Our petition can be found here: https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

Share our petition on social media. (Total time: 5 minutes) Our petition can be found here:
https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/
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TALKING POINTS ON THE
OPEN SKIES AGREEMENTS
• Trade agreements are an essential part of the U.S. economy. But trade agreements only work if both (or all)
parties follow the terms of the agreements.
• The terms of the Open Skies Agreements, which are international trade agreements that govern commercial air
traﬃc, are routinely violated by the governments of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.
• Persian Gulf airlines (Ethihad Airways, Qatar Airways, and Emirates Airlines) are running afoul of the Open
Skies agreements.
• Of the 23 routes controlled by the three Persian Gulf carriers into the United States in 2014, only four of those
actually made a proﬁt.
• Qatar and the United Arab Emirates are playing the long game in an apparent attempt to drive out the
international competition. If successful, this attempt will decimate the U.S. airline industry.
• President Trump’s Make America Great Again platform provides a wonderful opportunity for the United States
to review existing trade agreements and and re-evaluate each agreement to determine whether or not it is being
enforced correctly.
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SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA
Sample Tweets for Twitter
.@POTUS please uphold the #OpenSkies agreements! The US jobs depend on it! #MAGA
https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

.@[INSERT YOUR SENATOR’S TWITTER ID] Please ensure the Persian Gulf countries follow the
#OpenSkies agreements. https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

It’s time to make U.S. trade agreements great again! #MAGA #OpenSkies @POTUS
https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

Trade agreements only work if all parties live under the rules. @POTUS make our #OpenSkies
agreements great again! https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

.@RealDonaldTrump please enforce the #OpenSkies agreements!
https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/

Sample Post for Facebook
Two middle-east countries, UAE and Qatar, are violating our Open Skies agreements and putting over a million
American jobs at risk. Urge President Trump to keep his “America First” promise and enforce our Open Skies
agreements. https://keepourskiesopen.act.teapartypatriots.org/
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HOW TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
WHAT IS A LETTER TO THE EDITOR?
A letter to the editor is a letter written to the Editor of a
newspaper. The letter is an opportunity for you to
express your opinion about a recent article published in
the paper or an issue in the news.
Writing letters to the editor is an important
engagement tool for activists. They allow activists to
do the following

1) Reach a broader audience than you normally
would have;
WS
NE

2) Hold your local journalists accountable;
3) Present alternative views on political issues.

Letters to the editor are usually found in the ﬁrst
section of the newspaper or on the editorial page.

GUIDELINES FOR GETTING A LETTER TO THE
EDITOR PUBLISHED
Most newspapers publish guidelines with their
speciﬁc requirements for getting a letter
published, but here are some general rules that
will help you get your letter to the editor
published.
• Include your name and address and a telephone
number where you can be reached.
• Be respectful and courteous, even when
disagreeing with the Editorial Board about a
speciﬁc issue.
• Be speciﬁc. If you are opposed to
Obamacare, mention the speciﬁc reasons why.
Provide examples.
• Cite your sources. If you include any quoted
material, be sure to correctly cite your source
or attribute the quote.
• Use proper grammar. Spellcheck your letter
and be sure to use proper grammar. Refer to
The Elements of Style for a great overview of
eﬀective writing.
• Be concise. Letters to the editor are much
more likely to be published if they are 300
words or less. Make your point as clearly and
concisely as possible.
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
The United States recently learned that two Persian Gulf countries – Qatar and the United Arab Emirates –
have been subsidizing their three airlines (with more than $50 billion USD!) in an elaborate effort to undercut
U.S. air carriers.
Readers of this paper may wonder what relevance this fact has for their everyday lives. After all, who cares if
foreign countries want to subsidize their airlines on such a drastic scale? Most Americans will never even fly on
Qatar Airways or Ethihad Airways.
But the reality is that these massive subsidies run afoul of the Open Skies trade agreements that these countries
have signed with the United States. Their routine and blatant disregard for the terms of these trade agreements
means that the United States will soon find itself in a very vulnerable position. American Airlines, United
Airlines, and Delta Airlines have already sounded the warning that if this trend continues, they will no longer
be able to compete internationally. Imagine a world in which the only way to cross the Atlantic or Pacific
Oceans was on an airline owned by a Persian Gulf country? At the current pace, that scenario will be a reality in
the next decade.
Too much depends on our critically important airline sector. Our economic health, our transportation sector,
and yes, even our national security are being comprised by the insidious efforts of Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates to undercut U.S. airlines.
President Trump campaigned on a pledge to make America great again, and it’s a theme that resonates with a
lot of everyday Americans. An easy area for the president to to implement his Make America Great Again
agenda is by enforcing our Open Skies agreements.
Sincerely,

Your Name
Your City
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SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATOR

DATE
The Honorable <<Senator’s First Name>> <<Senator’s Last Name>>
United States Senate
<<Senator’s Office Building Number>>
Washington, DC 20002
Dear Senator <<LAST NAME>>,
As your constituent, I am writing today to urge you to increase the oversight and enforcement of the Open Skies
agreements. The Open Skies agreements are international trade agreements that govern commercial air travel.
Recent investigations have documented that Qatar and the United Arab Emirates have been subsidizing their
three airlines (with more than $50 billion USD!) in an elaborate effort to undercut U.S. air carriers.
These massive subsidies run afoul of the Open Skies trade agreements that these countries have signed with the
United States. Their routine and blatant disregard for the terms of these trade agreements means that the
United States will soon find itself in a very vulnerable position. American Airlines, United Airlines, and Delta
Airlines have already sounded the warning that if this trend continues, they will no longer be able to compete
internationally. Imagine a world in which the only way to cross the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans was on an airline
owned by a Persian Gulf country? At the current pace, that scenario will be a reality in the next decade.
Too much depends on our critically important airline sector. Our economic health, our transportation sector,
and yes, even our national security are being comprised by the insidious efforts of Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates to undercut U.S. airlines.
Please use the full authority of Congress, including your investigative and oversight tools, to ensure that our
Open Skies agreements and all international trade agreements are being enforced and upheld.

Sincerely,
[INSERT FULL NAME]
[INSERT YOUR FULL ADDRESS]
[INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS]
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SAMPLE LETTER TO WHITE HOUSE
DATE
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500
Dear Mr. President,
I am writing today to urge you to increase the oversight and enforcement of the Open Skies agreements. The Open
Skies agreements are international trade agreements that govern commercial air travel. Recent investigations have
documented that Qatar and the United Arab Emirates have been subsidizing their three airlines (with more than
$50 billion USD!) in an elaborate effort to undercut U.S. air carriers.
These massive subsidies run afoul of the Open Skies trade agreements that these countries have signed with the
United States. Their routine and blatant disregard for the terms of these trade agreements means that the United
States will soon find itself in a very vulnerable position. American Airlines, United Airlines, and Delta Airlines
have already sounded the warning that if this trend continues, they will no longer be able to compete
internationally. Imagine a world in which the only way to cross the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans was on an airline
owned by a Persian Gulf country? At the current pace, that scenario will be a reality in the next decade.
Too much depends on our critically important airline sector. Our economic health, our transportation sector, and
yes, even our national security are being comprised by the insidious efforts of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates
to undercut U.S. airlines.
Your campaign pledge to make America great again is one that resonated with (and continues to resonate today)
with millions of Americans. An easy area to implement your popular Make America Great Again agenda is by
enforcing our Open Skies agreements.
Sincerely,
[INSERT FULL NAME]
[INSERT YOUR FULL ADDRESS]
[INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS]
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OP-EDS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
Establishing America-First Trade Policies
Jenny Beth Martin
A central part of President Donald Trump’s winning campaign platform last year was that American interests and –
this is key – Americans’ interests should be the foundation of U.S. policymaking. The America First message
resonated with American voters who had felt during previous administrations that America’s interests were a mere
afterthought in the policy sphere. Trump voiced the right message, at the right time, and he won because of it.
One area particularly in need of reform is re-prioritizing American interests in international trade policy. Trade has
been a cornerstone of the U.S. economy ever since our nation’s founding, and our trade policies have, in general,
reﬂected our commitment to individual liberty, free markets, and fair trade policies. In order to ensure our trade
agreements continue to reﬂect American interests, we must regularly examine existing agreements to make sure
they are being enforced and followed by all parties, and that the agreements themselves still advance our goals.
The Open Skies agreements with the governments of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, which are trade
agreements governing commercial airlines, are badly in need of review by the Trump administration. Over the past
several years, these Gulf nations have ﬂagrantly and systematically ignored the terms of the Open Skies
agreements, disrupting the international commercial air marketplace, driving out competition by unfair means in
violation of the agreement, and simultaneously threatening U.S. jobs and national security.
The Open Skies agreements speciﬁcally prohibit the government of any country from subsidizing airlines to distort
the market. But that is exactly what the governments of Qatar and the United Arab Emirates have done, in order to
prop up their airlines, Emirates, Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways. In fact, the Middle East carriers are subsidized
on such a large scale that the airlines have become de facto extensions of the governments of Qatar and the United
Arab Emirates. The Daily Caller reports that over the last ten years, the governments of Qatar and the U.A.E. have
provided more than $50 billion in subsidies and resources to their state-owned carriers.
The subsidization of the three Persian Gulf carriers has allowed them to ﬂy wherever they want, whenever they
want, and without any concern for proﬁt maximization or even consumer demand. Kelly Riddell notes in the
Washington Times: “…Emirates Airline, Etihad Airways and Qatar Airways have become the fastest growing carriers
in the world, with Dubai’s airport now the world’s busiest [for international travelers]. Bottom line: The Big 3 U.S.
carriers – American Airlines, Delta Airlines and United Airlines – are competing against governments not
corporations.”
This scheme has allowed the oil-rich Qatar and the U.A.E. to oﬀer seats on their airlines for far below the market
price. The short-term objective is to undercut prices enough to capture market share, thereby accomplishing their
long-term objective of forcing U.S. and European airlines out of major routes. The two countries have made the
long-term calculation that they can aﬀord to lose revenue today to dominate certain routes in the near future.
Proof that these ﬂights are revenue losers comes from an economic study by Compass Lexecon, which shows that
since the beginning of 2015, these three carriers have moved to increase their U.S.-bound ﬂights by roughly 50
percent. Yet, of the 23 routes controlled by the three Persian Gulf carriers into the United States in 2014, an
astounding 19 of those routes lost money. Only four routes could be called “revenue generators” in any meaningful
sense of the term.
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OP-EDS AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS
It’s an insidious plan that runs afoul of the Open Skies agreements, but it’s also highly eﬀective for the Gulf
countries’ end goals. Qatar and the U.A.E. have already successfully overrun international routes to India and the
Middle East, and have turned their attention to U.S.-Europe traﬃc. It seems clear that the two countries now intend
to monopolize the international routes between the United States and other popular travel destinations.
At this rate, and without strong oversight and enforcement of the agreements by the Trump administration, it is
easy to foresee a scenario in the not-so-distant future in which the only international travel options will be courtesy
of one of the three Persian Gulf airlines. It’s a scenario Qatar and the U.A.E. are working overtime to make a reality.
Some of President Trump’s key advisors are pushing hard for the administration to address the Open Skies
agreements and to enforce the agreements as written, and the American people who enthusiastically embraced the
president’s “America First” agenda should encourage the Trump administration to review the Open Skies
agreements and hold Qatar and the U.A.E. responsible for violations of the agreement.
Halting Qatar and the U.A.E.’s rogue plans to undermine the U.S. airline industry would be a great step for the
president to take to put his “America First” agenda into action.

Jenny Beth Martin is the president and co-founder of Tea Party Patriots.
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2017/07/20/jenny-beth-martin-establishing-america-ﬁrst-trade-policies/
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ABOUT TEA PARTY PATRIOTS
Tea Party Patriots stands for every American, and is home to millions who have come together to pursue the
American Dream and to keep that Dream alive for their children and grandchildren.
What unites the tea party movement is the same set of core
principles that brought America together at its founding, that
kindled the American Dream in the hearts of those who struggled
to build our nation, and made the United States of America the
greatest, most successful country in world history.
At its root the American Dream is about freedom. Freedom to work
hard and the freedom to keep the fruits of your labor to use as you
see ﬁt without harming others and without hindering their freedom.
Very simply, three guiding principles give rise to the freedom
necessary to pursue and live the American Dream: Personal
Freedom, Economic Freedom and a Debt-Free Future.

AT ITS ROOT THE
AMERICAN DREAM IS
ABOUT FREEDOM.

1025 Rose Creek Dr., Ste. 620-322 | Woodstock, GA 30189 | www.teapartypatriots.org

13

