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When President Trump was elected, there was a vacancy on the Supreme Court, created by the 
passing of Judge Antonin Scalia. Voters went to the polls in November of 2016, fully aware of 
how important it would be to elect someone to the White House who would nominate jurists 
who look to the Constitution – not to political agendas – to shape their opinions. 

President Trump promised to nominate to the Supreme Court – and to the entire judicial branch 
– only those individuals he felt confident would unswervingly follow the Constitution. His first 
choice to the Supreme Court, Justice Neil Gorsuch, reflects that commitment that then-candidate 
Donald Trump made to the American people.

President Trump’s second nominee to the Supreme Court, Judge Brett Kavanaugh, is another 
stellar choice. Judge Kavanaugh has had a brilliant legal career, and has earned praise from both 
sides of the aisle for the thoughtful ways in which he approaches the law and applies the Consti-
tution to every question. 

With the Senate confirmation hearings slated to start on September 4th, we have crafted this 
toolkit to make your job easy to show your support for Judge Kavanaugh.

This simple “how-to” guide is designed for activists and groups alike. We have included sample 
social media, a sample letter to the editor (as well as guidance for how to write a letter to the 
editor), and a sample letter to Congress, among other resources.

We look forward to seeing how you employ the various components of this toolkit! 

In liberty,

The Tea Party Patriots Action Support Team

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE
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OPTIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT

Write 1 Facebook post to share with your friends about the need to 
confirm Brett Kavanaugh quickly.
 (Total time: 10 minutes) 

Tweet about quickly confirming Brett Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court.
 (Total time: 10 minutes) 

Write a letter to the editor.
 (Total time: 1 hour) 

Write an email or letter to your Senators about quickly confirming Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court.
 (Total time: 30 minutes) 

Write an email or letter to your network encouraging them to also make 
calls to their Senators about quickly confirming Brett Kavanaugh to the 
Supreme Court.
 (Total time: 10 minutes)

Sign our petition and be sure to “check the box” so we can send your 
name to your Senators. It can be found here:  http://tpp.us/scotus
 (Total time: 5 minutes)

Share our petition (http://tpp.us/scotus) on social media. 
 (Total time: 5 minutes)

Call your Senators to tell them you want them to quickly confirm Brett 
Kavanaugh to the Supreme Court.
 (Total time: 10 minutes)
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Kavanaugh has demonstrated over the years his belief that the proper role of a judge 
is to interpret and apply the law as written, not legislate from the bench.

Judge Kavanaugh is a thought leader who could help lock in a conservative Supreme 
Court majority for the next generation.

Kavanaugh has established a reputation for being a textualist and originalist.

Judge Kavanaugh graduated from Yale Law School in 1990, where he was a Notes 
Editor of the Yale Law Journal, and from Yale College in 1987.

Judge Kavanaugh was Associate Counsel in the Office of Independent Counsel 
Kenneth W. Starr.

Judge Kavanaugh served for more than five years in the White House for President 
George W. Bush.

He has published in the Yale Law Journal, the Georgetown Law Journal, the Harvard 
Law Review, the Notre Dame Law Review, the Minnesota Law Review, the Catholic 
University Law Review, the Marquette Lawyer, the Wall Street Journal, the Washington 
Post, and Lawfare, among other publications.

Judge Kavanaugh has taught full-term courses on Separation of Powers at Harvard 
Law School (each year from 2008 to 2015), on the Supreme Court at Harvard Law 
School (2014, 2016, 2017, 2018), on National Security and Foreign Relations Law at 
Yale Law School (2011), and on Constitutional Interpretation at Georgetown University 
Law Center (2007).

Before joining the bench, Judge Kavanaugh argued cases in the Supreme Court of 
the United States, the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the D.C. and Fifth Circuits, and other 
federal and state courts.

Since joining the Court, Judge Kavanaugh has participated in a variety of volunteer 
activities. He has regularly served meals as part of the St. Maria’s Meals program at 
Catholic Charities in Washington, D.C.

TALKING POINTS FOR CONFIRMING BRETT KAVANAUGH
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SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA

Sign the @TPPatriots petition 
to #ConfirmKavanaugh:
http://tpp.us/scotus

I just called @[INSERT YOUR 
SENATOR’S TWITTER ID] to 
say #ConfirmKavanaugh! 
Now it’s your turn to call your 
Senators!

#ConfirmKavanaugh 
because he is supremely 
qualified & will protect and 
defend the US Constitution. 
#SCOTUS

.@[INSERT YOUR SENATOR’S 
TWITTER ID] It’s time to  
#ConfirmKavanaugh!

.@SenateMajLdr America 
wants the Senate to 
#ConfirmKavanaugh now! 

The people elected @POTUS 
to nominate originalist 
Supreme Court Justices.
#BrettKavanaugh 
#ConfirmKavanaugh
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how to write a letter to the editor

WHAT IS A LETTER TO THE EDITOR?

A letter to the editor is a letter written to the Editor 
of a newspaper. The letter is an opportunity for 
you to express your opinion about a recent article 
published in the paper or an issue in the news.  

Writing letters to the editor is an important 
engagement tool for activists. They allow activists to 
do the following:

1) Reach a broader audience than you
normally would have;

2) Hold your local journalists accountable;

3) Present alternative views on
political issues.

Letters to the editor are usually found in the first 
section of the newspaper or on the editorial page.

GUIDELINES FOR GETTING A LETTER TO THE 
EDITOR PUBLISHED

Most newspapers publish guidelines with their 
specific requirements for getting a letter published, 
but here are some general rules that will help you 
get your letter to the editor published.

• Include your name and address and a telephone
number where you can be reached.

• Be respectful and courteous, even when
disagreeing with the Editorial Board about a
specific issue.

• Be specific. If you are opposed to more gun
control, mention the specific reasons why.
Provide examples.

• Cite your sources.  If you include any quoted
material, be sure to correctly cite your source
or attribute the quote.

• Use proper grammar.  Spellcheck your letter
and be sure to use proper grammar.  Refer to
The Elements of Style for a great overview of
effective writing.

• Be concise. Letters to the editor are much
more likely to be published if they are 300
words or fewer. Make your point as clearly and
concisely as possible.

NEW
S
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Sample Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor,

One of the defining features of our nation is our innovative spirit, and our history of cutting-edge 
technological and medical advances. It is not an accident that we are the world leaders in innovation – 
our nation’s founders developed the necessary foundation for innovation. 

The bedrock of our robust innovative sector is our patent system. Up until recently, the United 
States had the world’s best patent system and intellectual property protections. Today, according to 
the Chamber of Commerce’s 2018 Rankings, the United States is now in 12th place in the world for 
patent protections.

This statistic demonstrates an alarming trend: the United States is falling in an area where we 
should continue to dominate. Without strong patent protections, who will want to invent in  
this country? 

I recently watched the documentary, Invalidated: The Shredding of the U.S. Patent System, and was 
alarmed to learn that so many inventors in this country are being deprived of their patent rights – an 
ominous trend, and one that requires immediate action from Congress.

I encourage all readers of this paper to watch Invalidated, and then to call Congress about the 
much-needed reforms to strengthen our patent system and restore the rights to own one’s own 
intellectual property. 

Sincerely,

Your Name
Your City 

SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh, of the United States Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia Circuit, has been nominated to take the seat of recently resigned 
U. S. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy. Individuals nominated by the 
President to serve on the federal courts must be confirmed by the U.S. Senate 
before they may be sworn in and take their places on the Federal Bench. 

Judge Kavanaugh should be confirmed by the U.S. Senate to take a seat on the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

Judge Kavanaugh graduated from Yale College (1987) and Yale Law School 
(1990) where he was a notes editor of the Yale Law Journal. Judge Kavanaugh 
has an exemplary record of service to our nation, in both his private and public 
life. He served for more than five years in the White House for President George 
W. Bush and was appointed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit on 
May 30, 2006.

Judge Kavanaugh has participated in a variety of volunteer activities. He has 
regularly served meals as part of the St. Maria’s Meals program at Catholic 
Charities in Washington, D.C. He serves on the Board of Directors at the 
Washington Jesuit Academy. He is a regular lector at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church in Washington, D.C., where he is a parishioner. He has coached, 
and continues to coach, a number of girls’ basketball teams. He ran the Boston 
Marathon in 2010 and 2015. He and his wife Ashley have two daughters.

Judge Kavanaugh has a stellar record of defending individual liberty, including 
religious freedom and political free speech. He is someone who will look to the 
Constitution for each of his decisions on the Supreme Court. Tell your Senator to 
confirm Judge Kavanaugh.

<<Your Name>>
<<Your City>>
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SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATORS

<<Today’s Date>>

The Honorable <<Senator’s First and Last Name>>
<<Senator’s Address>>
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator <<Senator’s Last Name>>,

I write to urge you to quickly vote to confirm Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh to the 
United States Supreme Court. Judge Kavanaugh was previously confirmed by the 
Senate for his seat on the District of Columbia Circuit Court of Appeals where 
he has written about 300 opinions. His opinions clearly reflect his adherence to 
the U.S. Constitution, the underlying principles thereof, and to the laws of the 
United States. 

The American people are grateful that Chairman Grassley has set September 4th 
as the date for the confirmation hearings to begin, and we look forward to the 
full Senate’s action on this qualified judge. 

Please confirm Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh to serve on the United States Supreme 
Court.

Thank you,

<<Your Name>>
<<Your Full Address>>
<<Your Email Address>>
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SAMPLE EMAIL TO FRIENDS AND NETWORK

Below is a a short email that you can send to your friends or tea party group, encouraging them 
to call or write their Senators, asking them to vote to confirm Kavanaugh. 

Dear <<Friend’s Name>>,

Because of the resignation from the United States Supreme Court of Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, there is a vacancy on the Court. President Trump has 
nominated D.C. Circuit Court Judge Brett M. Kavanaugh to succeed Justice 
Kennedy. Justice Kennedy’s resignation provides an opportunity for President 
Trump to put another Constitutional conservative on the Supreme Court and 
perhaps steer the Court in the direction of enforcing the freedoms guaranteed 
by our Constitution and the limitation of the powers of government. Judge 
Kavanaugh has written about 300 decisions, while serving on the D.C. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, which demonstrate his adherence to the principles of our 
Constitution. 

Please call or write your Senator and urge him/her to quickly confirm Judge 
Kavanaugh to serve on the Supreme Court. Time is of the essence as we do not 
know which political party will be in control of the Senate in the next session. 
Judge Kavanaugh must be confirmed now. 

Sincerely,

<<Your Name>>

To: <<Friend’s Email>>

From: <<Your Email>>
Subject: Justice Kavanaugh needs our support
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SAMPLE SCRIPT FOR CALLING SENATORS

We have included a phone script that can be used when calling Senators, urging them to quickly 
confirm Kavanaugh.

Main Capitol Switchboard Number: 1-202-224-3121

Ask for your Senator’s office.
(Note: Have your zip code available. The operator may ask for your zip code.)

Your Senator’s office assistant will answer the phone.

Identify yourself and explain why you are calling.

My name is ________ and I’m a voter calling from (your city and state) to urge 
Senator _______ to vote for the confirmation of Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the 
Supreme Court. I believe that Judge Kavanaugh will adhere to and enforce 
the Constitution and laws of the United States, as written. 

Judge Kavanaugh has written about 300 decisions since being confirmed 
by the Senate to serve on the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 
Those decisions demonstrate clearly his abilities. 

Thank you.

EXAMPLE EXPLAINATION
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STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT 

LEONARD LEO

“[Judge Kavanaugh] is one of the most distinguished jurists in America. [He] respect[s] the limits on 
government power in the Constitution.”
CARRIE SEVERINO, CHIEF COUNSEL FOR THE JUDICIAL CRISIS NETWORK

“[Judge Kavanaugh] has such a sterling record, and it’s interesting how many places it overlaps with 
Gorsuch’s. [He’s] a real shining star [and] a real leader in the conservative movement.”
ED WHELAN, PRESIDENT OF ETHICS AND PUBLIC POLICY CENTER

“[Judge Kavanaugh’s] constitutional opinions are powerfully written and are deeply grounded in text, history, 
and structure. . . . His statutory opinions likewise show him to be a committed textualist. [Judge Kavanaugh] 
has extraordinary experience [and has written] strong and influential opinions [on] the separation of powers, 
administrative law, national security, the Second Amendment, religious liberty, campaign finance, international 
law, environmental law, antitrust, criminal law, immigration, and so much more… Has there ever been a 
nominee with better credentials?”
EDWIN MEESE

“[Judge Kavanaugh is] an originalist who is faithful to the Constitution.”
EUGENE SCALIA

“[Judge Kavanaugh] is one of our best judges [and] an outstanding nominee.”
JOHN MALCOLM, DIRECTOR OF THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION’S MEESE CENTER FOR LEGAL & JUDICIAL STUDIES

“[Judge Kavanaugh] is whip-smart [and] well-respected. [He is] not afraid to stake out bold positions on 
complex issues.”
ADAM J. WHITE, DIRECTOR OF THE CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE STATE, ANTONIN SCALIA LAW SCHOOL

“[Judge Kavanaugh] is the leading judge of his generation, with respect to skepticism of Chevron deference to 
administrative agencies.”
SHANNEN COFFIN, FORMER COUNSEL TO VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY

“[Judge Kavanaugh] has an impressive record of fidelity to the Constitution, with particularly impressive 
opinions in the realm of separation of powers (his opinion invalidating the vesting of unchecked power in a 
single director of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is a tour de force), the Second Amendment, and 
religious liberties.”
J.D. VANCE

“[Judge Kavanaugh] is the most qualified candidate by all the criteria that matter. [His] judicial record spans 
just about every important area of the law, and conservatives should be happy with the results. [The] through 
line in Judge Kavanaugh’s jurisprudence is his capable and committed defense of the Constitution and other 
laws—as written. His 12-year record is one of consistent textualist and originalist jurisprudence.”
KAY COLES JAMES, PRESIDENT OF THE HERITAGE FOUNDATION

“Judge Brett Kavanaugh is known for many things – and fairness, impartiality, and faithfulness to the 
Constitution are chief among them.”
This list was originally published on ConfirmKavanaugh.com by Judicial Crisis Network.
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STATEMENTS OF SUPPORT (CONT.) 

ILYA SHAPIRO, CATO INSTITUTE

“[Judge Kavanaugh’s] commitment to separation of powers and constitutional structure is exceptional.”
PROFESSOR JENNIFER MASCOTT

“Judge Kavanaugh’s toughness to stand with his own convictions derives from a deeply rooted interpretive 
philosophy built on interpreting law in accordance with the statutory text and the meaning of the text of the 
Constitution.”
PROFESSOR JUSTIN WALKER

“[Judge Kavanaugh] has by far the strongest, most consistent, most fearless record of constitutional 
conservatism of any federal court of appeals judge in the country.... His courageous and influential opinions 
on countless different issues—presidential power, regulatory overreach, religious liberty, the Second 
Amendment, and the list goes on—leave no doubt that he would be a forceful conservative justice for 
decades to come.”
PROFESSOR JACK GOLDSMITH

“[Judge Kavanaugh has] many, many considerable strengths as a judge and potential Justice, and as a 
person.”
KELLY SHACKELFORD, PRESIDENT AND CEO OF FIRST LIBERTY INSTITUTE

“Judge Kavanaugh has been committed to the Constitution and religious liberty for a long time.”
SARAH PITLYK, SPECIAL COUNSEL TO THE THOMAS MORE SOCIETY

“On the vital issues of protecting religious liberty and enforcing restrictions on abortion, no court-of-appeals 
judge in the nation has a stronger, more consistent record than Judge Brett Kavanaugh.... He has repeatedly 
taken conservative stands and fearlessly defended his textualist and originalist philosophy.”
LAURA INGRAHAM

“[Judge Kavanaugh is] supremely qualified [and would] be a strong justice who would faithfully executive his 
Art III duties—meaning not legislate from the bench.”
HUGH HEWITT

“[Judge Kavanaugh is an] excellent judge.”
MATT SCHLAPP, CHAIRMAN OF AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE UNION AND CPAC

“If you want to know why Brett Kavanaugh is the best choice for the Supreme Court, all you have to do is look 
at his record. Over his 12 years on the D.C. Circuit, Judge Kavanaugh has consistently, boldly, and fearlessly 
applied textualism and originalism to a striking range of legal issues.”

This list was originally published on ConfirmKavanaugh.com by Judicial Crisis Network.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What about Brett Kavanaugh’s stance on the 4th Amendment?

For those who are concerned over Judge Kavanaugh’s attitude towards the 4th Amendment, 
please be aware that Kentucky Senator Rand Paul is known as a strong defender of the 4th 
Amendment right to be safe from unreasonable search and seizure by the government, and he 
initially expressed concern over the Kavanaugh nomination. But after doing his research, and 
after meeting with Judge Kavanaugh and discussing those concerns with the judge directly, Sen. 
Paul announced his intent to vote to confirm the judge to a position on the Supreme Court. We 
are satisfied that Judge Kavanaugh will safeguard citizens’ rights against unreasonable search 
and seizure.

Some say they are concerned about Kavanaugh’s “support” for ObamaCare as a 
“tax.” I’m worried about that.

They are referring to his opinion in a case called Seven-Sky v. Holder, an ObamaCare case that 
some are suggesting laid the groundwork for Chief Justice Roberts’ later holding in NFIB v. Sebel-
ius, enshrining the individual mandate as nothing more than a perfectly constitutional “tax pen-
alty.” That is, some conservatives blame Kavanaugh for showing the Chief Justice how he could 
“save” ObamaCare by calling the individual mandate a “tax.”

Here’s what The Washington Examiner’s Philip Klein had to say about Kavanaugh’s opinion in Sev-
en-Sky:

In the Seven-Sky v. Holder case, a forerunner to the landmark Supreme Court ruling, a three judge 
panel decided 2-1 that Obamacare’s individual mandate was constitutional. While Kavanaugh 
dissented from the main opinion, he did not go as far as declaring Obamacare unconstitutional. 
Instead, he argued that the court was not yet in a position to hear the case, because under an ar-
cane 19th-century law known as the Tax Anti-Injunction Act, courts could not hear challenges to 
a tax that had not been collected yet, and thus any decision would have to wait until 2015, when 
taxpayers had to file mandate penalties for the first time. In summary, Kavanaugh didn’t uphold 
Obamacare, but he did not take the opportunity to strike it down, either.
 
Where things get more complicated is that as part of his legal analysis, he alluded to the fact 
that with a small tweak of language, the law could be seen as a constitutional exercise of Con-
gress’s taxing power. As Josh Blackman, who chronicled the case in his book “Unprecedented” 
notes, Obama Solicitor General Donald Verrilli cited this Kavanaugh point in his brief to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. This forms the basis of critic Chris Jacobs’ assertion that Kavanaugh’s opinion 
provided the roadmap for Roberts to uphold Obamacare as a tax.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (CONT.)

On the other hand, Kavanaugh’s suggested change to Obamacare could also be seen as an 
acknowledgment that it was not constitutional as written. Furthermore, elsewhere in his opin-
ion, Kavanaugh also expressed skepticism that the Commerce Clause allowed for the mandate. 
“To uphold the Affordable Care Act’s mandatory-purchase requirement under the Commerce 
Clause, we would have to uphold a law that is unprecedented on the federal level in American 
history,” Kavanaugh wrote. “That fact alone counsels the Judiciary to exercise great caution.” 
Kavanaugh went on to call the implications of punishing those without health insurance “jarring.” 
Law professor Justin Walker, who clerked for Kavanaugh as well as Supreme Court Justice An-
thony Kennedy during the time the Obamacare case was decided, has argued that Kavanaugh’s 
critical Commerce Clause analysis was more influential at the Supreme Court level than his tax 
analysis. “I can tell you with certainty that the only justices following a roadmap from Brett Kava-
naugh were the ones who said Obamacare was unconstitutional,” he wrote.
 
The argument over Kavanaugh’s Obamacare opinion is likely to play a central role in the debate 
over his jurisprudence in the months ahead, particularly as another case challenging the law 
makes its way through the courts. But it’s worth cautioning that how Kavanaugh ruled at the 
appellate court level may not be an indication of how he would have ruled were he on the Su-
preme Court in 2012. To start, there was already a clear majority of justices who ruled that the 
Anti-Injunction Act did not bar them from deciding the case. So either way, the Court was going 
to get to the merits. That could have forced a hypothetical Justice Kavanaugh to make a differ-
ent decision, and given his skepticism about the Commerce Clause argument and his hint that a 
tweak to Obamacare would be needed to make it a constitutional exercise of taxing power, it’s 
quite possible he would have been a vote to overturn the law.
 
So, to sum up, viewed from a conservative perspective, it would have been more reassuring had 
Kavanaugh voted to strike down the law, but on the other hand, the nuance of his opinion con-
tains some positive signs and makes any sort of firm conclusions hard to draw. Thus, it seems 
that the decision is a reason for concern, but nowhere near a justification for panic.

We think that’s a fair reading of Kavanaugh on ObamaCare.

Some conservatives are concerned about Kavanaugh’s ruling on a recent case 
called Garza v. Hargan, in which a 17-year-old pregnant illegal immigrant who had 
been detained by federal authorities sought an abortion. What was this about?

The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals eventually ruled that the girl could obtain the abortion. Kavana-
ugh dissented – that is, he voted against allowing her to obtain the abortion – but his reasoning 
was criticized by some conservatives for not being as expansive as it could have been.

In sum, we believe Brett M. Kavanaugh will be a fine addition to the Supreme Court, and 
could help lock in a conservative constitutionalist majority on the Court for a generation.
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OP-ED FROM TEA PARTY PATRIOTS ACTION

resident Trump kept another promise Monday 
evening when he nominated Brett Kavanaugh, 
a judge on the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, 

to fill the vacancy on the Supreme Court created by 
Justice Anthony Kennedy’s resignation. So begins 
the next chapter in the ongoing struggle to define 
American jurisprudence.

Kavanaugh is a nominee with excellent academic 
and professional credentials. As a law clerk to three 
federal judges, including Supreme Court Justice 
Anthony Kennedy, whom he will be replacing, 
Kavanaugh began his career after graduating from 
Yale Law School working with some of the leading 
lights of the federal judiciary.

He learned well. Drawing from his more than 300 
opinions as a judge on the D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, considered by many to be the second most 
important court in the land, with three of the nine 
current justices themselves alumni, the Supreme 
Court has endorsed his opinions more than a dozen 
times. Some of his dissents served as the basis for 
later Supreme Court rulings.

More importantly for conservatives, Kavanaugh 
has demonstrated over the years his belief that the 
proper role of a judge is to interpret and apply the 
law as written, not legislate from the bench. To that 
end, he once wrote, “The judge’s job is to interpret 
the law, not to make the law or make policy. So read 
the words of the statute as written. Read the text of 
the Constitution as written, mindful of history and 
tradition. Don’t make up new constitutional rights 
that are not in the text of the Constitution. Don’t shy 
away from enforcing constitutional rights that are in 
the text of the Constitution.”

That, in one paragraph, summarizes the legal 
philosophy conservatives have been seeking to 
emplace in the judiciary for decades. And that, 
depressingly (but not surprisingly), mattered not 
one whit to the protesters gathered outside the 
Supreme Court. Before the president unveiled his 
choice in the East Room Monday evening – before, 
mind you – hundreds of leftist protesters gathered 
in front of the Supreme Court to denounce the 
unnamed nominee. They didn’t even know who 
it would be, but that did not prevent them from 
denouncing him.

And the “we’ll-attack-him-before-we-know-who-
he-is” tactics weren’t confined to outside groups. 
Pennsylvania Democratic Senator Bob Casey, Jr., 
announced on Monday, hours before President 
Trump revealed his choice, that he would oppose 

Trump delivers another promise to 
conservatives with Supreme Court

BY JENNY BETH MARTIN
July 10, 2018

© UPI Photo

P



80 M St ME, First Floor, Washington, D.C. 20003 www.teapartypatriotsaction.org 17

OP-ED FROM TEA PARTY PATRIOTS ACTION (CONT.)

the president’s pick. Another Senate Democrat said, 
“We are looking at destruction of the Constitution 
of the United States as far as I can tell.”

The left’s playbook is tiresome. And I’m not the 
only one who thinks so. Since the president’s 
announcement, I’ve been receiving calls, text 
messages, and emails from grassroots leaders and 
activists across the country, sharing their excitement 
at the nomination and asking for guidance on 
what they could do to help ensure Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation.

I shared in their enthusiasm, and thanked them for 
helping make the nomination possible in the first 
place – I reminded them that it was the hard work 
they did in 2014 (when Tea Party Patriots activists 
and supporters all over the country worked to help 
flip nine seats in the Senate to move it in a more 
conservative direction) and 2016 (when Tea Party 
Patriots activists and supporters worked to elect 
Donald Trump in the general election) that was now 
being paid off.

For several Senate Democrats running for reelection 
in states Trump won in 2016 – Joe Manchin in 
West Virginia, Joe Donnelly in Indiana, Heidi 
Heitkamp in North Dakota, Claire McCaskill in 
Missouri, Bill Nelson in Florida, and Jon Tester 
in Montana – the Kavanaugh nomination forces 
them to face a perilous decision: ignore their 
constituents just weeks before the election by voting 
against Kavanaugh, or enrage their base voters by 
supporting the president’s nominee.

For Manchin, Donnelly, and Heitkamp – each of 
whom voted last year to confirm President Trump’s 
first Supreme Court nominee, Justice Neil Gorsuch 
– the stakes are particularly high. Having decided 
to abandon their national base and vote with their 
constituents instead the first time, does that make 
it easier or harder for them to do the same a second 
time? Do they think their vote for Gorsuch affords 
them a pass so they can vote against Kavanaugh? Or 
do they believe that casting a vote against Trump’s 
second nominee will make them vulnerable to the 
charge of flip-flopping – or worse, the charge of 
having no firmly grounded stances at all?

They’ll have to make those judgments on their 
own. Meanwhile, Tea Party Patriots activists and 
supporters will be doing what we do best – working 
to make sure those senators and others know that 
we expect them to represent their constituents’ 
interests, even if that means upsetting their 
Democrat donors and left-wing base. After a day or 
two to celebrate the nomination of a thought leader 
who could help lock in a conservative Supreme 
Court majority for the next generation, we’ll be 
back to work organizing, calling, texting, emailing, 
tweeting, and contacting our senators to help ensure 
that confirmation. Because that’s our playbook.

Jenny Beth Martin is the Chairman of Tea Party 
Patriots Citizens Fund.
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