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OVERVIEW OF THE ISSUE
The First Amendment to the Constitution of the United States protects from the Congress our
God-given right to engage in political activity. The text specifically says, “Congress shall make no
law … abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
Yet, despite the Constitutional prohibition against Congress making a law that abridges the
freedom of speech, the U.S. Code contains almost 400,000 words devoted to regulation of just
one aspect of our speech – explicitly political speech, that is, speech intended to influence the
outcome of elections. Beyond that, there are further regulations on speech designed to influence
the outcome of public policy debates regarding legislation at the federal, state, and local levels,
and ballot initiatives and voter referenda.
For some, that’s not enough. For some, the notion of making an argument, marshaling facts to
support a proposition, trying to influence your fellow citizens through the power of ideas, is too
much to ask. Rather than work hard to persuade, they’d prefer to simply shut down speech they
find offensive.
Enter H.R. 1, the improperly named “For the People Act of 2021,” which would vastly restrict our
rights in this arena. The bill is an 800-page monstrosity, a collection of more than a dozen pieces of individual legislation, each of which would, on its own, make life more difficult for citizens
trying to use their First Amendment rights to affect public policy or influence the outcome of
elections. Rolled as they are into omnibus bill, one could be forgiven for wondering if the real
purpose of the legislation isn’t to achieve and then ensure continued political dominance of our
public policy sphere by liberal political actors.
H.R. 1 would overturn more than two centuries’ worth of American public policy and political
tradition and experience by centralizing election administration at the federal level. Rather than
allow the states to administer their elections with procedures that take into account each state’s
unique political topography, the new legislation would mandate administration from the federal
government, with a one-size-fits-all approach. Imagine ObamaCare for elections and public policy
arguments, and you’ve got the idea.
This is why we created this toolkit.
This simple “how-to” guide is designed for individual activists and groups alike. We have included
sample social media, a sample letter to the editor (as well as guidance for how to write a letter to
the editor), and a sample letter to Congress, among other resources.
We look forward to seeing how you employ the various components of this toolkit!
In liberty,
The Tea Party Patriots Action Support Team

80 M St ME, First Floor, Washington, D.C. 20003

www.teapartypatriots.org

3

SOME OF THE LIST OF HORRIBLES IN H.R. 1

1

Creates welfare for politicians, AND forces taxpayers to fund candidates and ideas they
oppose: Under H.R. 1, government money would flow to candidates for federal office on
a six-to-one ratio for contributions up to $200. That is, for every $200 contribution raised,
the candidate would be entitled to a check for $1,200 paid for by government funds.
That means many taxpayers would be required to fund candidates who support policies
they oppose. Thomas Jefferson said that, “To compel a man to furnish funds for the
propagation of ideas he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical.” He was right.

2

It’s an incumbent protection scheme: Under H.R. 1, some candidates would be lured into
engaging a Trojan horse. The legislation offers candidates for federal office a six-to-one
match on contributions up to $200, so a $200 contribution magically becomes a $1,400
contribution. That must look very attractive to the kind of candidates who believe they’ll
have a hard time raising money. What they may not realize, though, is that in order
to receive the matching funds, the candidate also must agree to limit his fundraising
threshold to $1,000 per individual, rather than the current individual contribution limit of
$5,600 per cycle. So some candidates will find it much easier to raise money, but, because
they’ve agreed to limit their ability to raise money, they won’t be able to raise enough to
win.

3

Destroys state-level voter verification efforts: Under H.R. 1, individuals would no longer be
required to provide a government-issued photographic voter identification card to prove
who they are before they register to vote, and voters arriving at a polling place would no
longer be required to show ID. Instead, they could simply sign a piece of paper saying they
are who they say they are. This provision would gut state-level efforts to enhance election
integrity.

4

Further opens the door to vote fraud by mandating same-day registration: Under H.R. 1,
states would be required to implement same-day registration, up to and including Election
Day registration. Without any time to verify voter information, election officials would be
hard pressed to prevent voter fraud.

3

Massively expands voter rolls, by registering voters automatically, including non-citizens:
Under H.R. 1, states would be mandated to automatically register to vote every person,
regardless of citizenship status, who enrolls in certain government programs. Visiting
the Department of Motor Vehicles or signing up to receive welfare benefits could lead to
automatic registration. Because certain government programs are not limited to citizens,
this could lead to ineligible persons, such as illegal immigrants, automatically being added
to voter rolls.
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SOME OF THE LIST OF HORRIBLES IN H.R. 1 (CONT.)

5
6

Prohibits states from rejecting any voter application: Under H.R. 1, it would become a
criminal act to refuse to accept a voter registration application, even if that the application
does not meet the necessary requirements.
Prohibits challenges to voter eligibility: Under H.R. 1, it would also become a criminal act to
challenge any registrant’s eligibility to register or to vote.

7

Federalizes and greatly expands the use of absentee mail-in ballots: Under H.R. 1, all
states would be required to allow registered voters to cast an absentee ballot by mail
without providing a reason for doing so, and all states would be required to accept as
valid, and count, mailed-in ballots that are postmarked before or on Election Day, so long
as they are received up to ten days after the election.

8

Provides for 16- and 17-year-olds to vote: Under H.R. 1, 16- and 17-year-olds would be
allowed to register, even though they are not legally allowed to vote until they reach the
age of 18. Under the new law, though, because the new law makes it a crime to challenge
any registrant’s ability to register or to vote, those 16- and 17-year-olds will be able to vote,
because we won’t any loger be requiring proof of identification on Election Day – and,
even if a 16- or 17-year-old were challenged, all he would have to do is sign a statement
declaring that he is eligible to vote.

9

Turns the Federal Election Commission from a bipartisan election watchdog into a
partisan attack machine: Under current law, the Federal Election Commission is a
bipartisan election law enforcement authority, composed of three Republicans and three
Democrats, and a requirement of four votes to engage in any enforcement action. As a
consequence, only enforcement actions that earn bipartisan support can be undertaken.
Under H.R. 1, the FEC would be composed of two Republicans and two Democrats, with
a fifth member – the chairman – to be selected by the President. This would turn the FEC
into a partisan attack dog, controlled by the party that controls the White House.

accountability during redistricting: Currently, most states empower their
10 Removes
legislatures to redraw district lines for federal and state legislative seats after every

decennial census. Because those state lawmakers are elected by their constituents, they
can be held accountable at the ballot box. Under H.R. 1, the power to redraw district lines
would be turned over to unelected, unaccountable “redistricting commissions.”
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OPTIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT



Write 1 Facebook post to share with your friends about the need to
prevent the passage and enactment of H.R. 1/S. 1.
(Total time: 10 minutes)



Tweet about supporting the First Amendment.
(Total time: 10 minutes)



Write a letter to the editor.
(Total time: 1 hour – or use our template & it will take even less time!)



Write an email or letter to your Senators and Representative about
opposing H.R. 1/S. 1 and instead supporting the First Amendment’s
protections for free speech.
(Total time: 30 minutes)



Write an email or letter to your network encouraging them to also make
calls to their Senators and Representative about opposing H.R. 1/S. 1 and
instead supporting the First Amendment’s protections for free speech.
(Total time: 10 minutes)



Call your Senators and Representative to tell them you want them
to oppose H.R. 1/S. 1 and instead support the First Amendment’s
protections for free speech.
(Total time: 10 minutes)
Organize a sign-waving event, either as a one-time event or a recurring
event until H.R. 1/S. 1 is defeated.
(Organizing time: 30 minutes. Total event time: 2 hours)
Plan a visit to your Senators’ and/or Representative’s office either alone
or with a group of people, and bring a copy of your printed letter.
(Organizing time: 30 minutes. Total event time: 2 hours)
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FREE SPEECH TALKING POINTS



Our rights to freedom of speech, freedom to assemble, and freedom to petition our
government for redress of grievances are codified in the First Amendment to the
Constitution. They’re in the FIRST Amendment for a reason – it’s because they are
the most important rights of all, because without them, we would lose the ability to
protect our other rights.



Thomas Jefferson said that, “To compel a man to furnish funds for the propagation
of ideas he disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical.” He was right – the very
essence of the concept of “freedom of speech” means we are free to choose what
speech we agree with, and what speech we disagree with, and neither government
nor anyone else has the right to force us to pay to spread speech with which we
disagree.



Public financing of campaigns for federal office is wrong, for the reason stated so
eloquently by Thomas Jefferson – public financing forces all of us, as taxpayers, to
finance speech from those whose ideas we oppose.



Of all the problems we have with our current election system, too few people voting is
not one of them. The November 2020 election saw more votes cast than ever before,
and a higher voter turnout as a percentage of eligible voters than any election in the
last half-century. We don’t need to make it easier to vote, we need to make it more
secure to vote.



Our federal system, which decentralizes the task of election administration,
provides a measure of protection against massive, centralized voter fraud schemes.
Overturning more than two centuries of practice, to federalize – and centralize –
election administration, as H.R. 1 would do, would give up that protection.
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SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA
The following are posts that you can share with your friends and co-workers. If you are viewing this document on
your computer, simply click an item to post it on Twitter. Alternatively, feel free to use the text of these tweets as
ideas for your own social media posts. NOTE: If “[INSERT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE’S TWITTER ID]” is a part of the
tweet, you MUST find your Repesentative’s Twitter handle and replace brackets and content within them
with it.

How can we trust that our elections will be free
and fair if we don’t have voter ID? #OpposeHR1
#SupportFreeSpeech

The American people support free speech, even
if it’s speech they disagree with. Say NO to H.R. 1
@SpeakerPelosi #OpposeHR1

.@[INSERT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE’S
TWITTER ID] I support free speech, not welfare
for politicians! Oppose H.R. 1 @SpeakerPelosi

I just called @[INSERT YOUR
REPRESENTATIVE’S TWITTER ID] to say stop
playing politics. #OpposeHR1

There’s a reason the Founders made it the
First Amendment, you know. It’s because it’s
the most important amendment. #OpposeHR1
#SupportFreeSpeech

The American people support free speech, even
if it’s speech they disagree with. Say NO to H.R. 1
@SpeakerPelosi #OpposeHR1

#ElectionIntegrity is important. Don’t
overturn voter ID requirements! #OpposeHR1
#SupportFreeSpeech

Same-day registration simply opens the door
to more voter fraud. Don’t do it! #OpposeHR1
#SupportFreeSpeech

Don’t make me support a politician I oppose
by funding him or her with government
funds. That’s just wrong! #OpposeHR1
#SupportFreeSpeech

Thomas Jefferson said, “To compel a man to
furnish funds for the propagation of ideas he
disbelieves and abhors is sinful and tyrannical.”
He’s right. #OpposeHR1 #SupportFreeSpeech
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HOW TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,
For decades, radical extremists have been trying to create a campaign finance
and campaign regulation regime that would tilt the playing field to the left
once and for all. Tired of having to do the hard work of campaigning for office,
or working with fellow citizens to affect the outcome of a vote on a piece of
legislation, they’ve decided just to rig the game for all future battles. Their dream
legislation – H.R. 1 in the House, and S. 1 in the U.S. Senate – would do just
that.
The bills’ various titles, if enacted, would abandon more than two centuries’
experience with state-level election administration, by centralizing election
administration and regulation in Washington, DC. State laws requiring voter ID
would be overturned. States would be required to massively enlarge their voter
rolls, by automatically registering persons who use certain state agencies, even
if they’re not eligible to vote because they are not citizens. A public financing
scheme – yes, welfare for politicians! – would be implemented, with a six-to-one
match, so a contribution of $200 would be matched by a federal grant of $1,200.
But it’s not just election laws that would be changed. The bill would also add
cumbersome new restrictions and regulations on those who join with their fellow
citizens to exercise their First Amendment rights to assemble for the purpose of
petitioning the government.
I urge my fellow residents of <<City, State>> to call both Senators and your
Representative, and urge them to oppose this terrible legislation.
<<Your Name>>
<<Your City>>
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SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATORS

<<Today’s Date>>
The Honorable <<First and Last Name>>
<<Address>>
United States <<House of Representatives or Senate>>
Washington, DC 20510
Dear <<Representative or Senator>> <<Last Name>>,
I write to urge you to oppose <<H.R. 1 (if to your Representative) or S. 1 (if to your two U.S.
Senators)>>.
For decades, radical extremists have been trying to create a campaign finance and campaign regulation
regime that would tilt the playing field to the left once and for all. Tired of having to do the hard work
of campaigning for office, or working with fellow citizens to affect the outcome of a vote on a piece of
legislation, they’ve decided just to rig the game for all future battles. Their dream legislation – H.R. 1 in
the House, and S. 1 in the U.S. Senate – would do just that.
The bills’ various titles, if enacted, would abandon more than two centuries’ experience with state-level
election administration, by centralizing election administration and regulation in Washington, DC. State
laws requiring voter ID would be overturned. States would be required to massively enlarge their voter
rolls, by automatically registering persons who use certain state agencies, even if they’re not eligible to
vote because they are not citizens. A public financing scheme – yes, welfare for politicians! – would be
implemented, with a six-to-one match, so a contribution of $200 would be matched by a federal grant of
$1,200.
But it’s not just election laws that would be changed. The bill would also add cumbersome new
restrictions and regulations on those who join with their fellow citizens to exercise their First
Amendment rights to assemble for the purpose of petitioning the government.
That’s not what the Founders wanted. There’s a reason they made it the FIRST Amendment – it’s
because it’s the most important one. Please, don’t mess with it any more than previous Congresses
already have.
Thank you,
<<Your Name>>
<<Your Full Address>>
<<Your Email Address>>
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SAMPLE EMAIL TO FRIENDS AND NETWORK
Below is a short email that you can send to your friends or tea party group, encouraging them to
call or write their Senators and Representative, asking them to vote to oppose H.R. 1.

Dear <<Friend’s Name>>,
For decades, radical extremists have been trying to create a campaign finance and
campaign regulation regime that would tilt the playing field to the left once and for all.
Tired of having to do the hard work of campaigning for office, or working with fellow
citizens to affect the outcome of a vote on a piece of legislation, they’ve decided just to
rig the game for all future battles. Their dream legislation – H.R. 1 in the House, and S. 1
in the U.S. Senate – would do just that.
The bills’ various titles, if enacted, would abandon more than two centuries’ experience
with state-level election administration, by centralizing election administration and
regulation in Washington, DC. State laws requiring voter ID would be overturned. States
would be required to massively enlarge their voter rolls, by automatically registering
persons who use certain state agencies, even if they’re not eligible to vote because they
are not citizens. A public financing scheme – yes, welfare for politicians! – would be
implemented, with a six-to-one match, so a contribution of $200 would be matched by a
federal grant of $1,200.
But it’s not just election laws that would be changed. The bill would also add
cumbersome new restrictions and regulations on those who join with their fellow
citizens to exercise their First Amendment rights to assemble for the purpose of
petitioning the government.
Sincerely,
<<Your Name>>
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SAMPLE SCRIPT FOR CALLING SENATORS
Here is a phone script for calling either your Senators and Representative, and urging them to
oppose H.R. 1 and S. 1.

Main Capitol Switchboard Number: 1-202-224-3121

1
2
3

Ask for your Representative or Senator’s office.
(Note: Have your zip code available. The operator may ask for your zip code.)
The office assistant will answer the phone.
Identify yourself and explain why you are calling.

EXAMPLE PHONE CONVERSATION
(Note: If you are sure the Republican is supportive, adjust as necessary to ask them to
stay strong, and thank them for doing so.)

Hello, my name is <<YOUR NAME>>, and I’m calling from <<CITY>>. I’m
calling to ask <<NAME OF SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE>> to put his/
her constituents’ interests FIRST when it comes to campaign-related legislation. Specifically, H.R. 1 (or S. 1 if you’re calling one of your senators). This is
a terrible piece of legislation. It will make voter fraud MORE likely, not less.
It will overturn more than two centuries’ worth of decentralized election
administration, by centralizing power in Washington. It will include PUBLIC
FINANCING of campaigns, otherwise known as WELFARE FOR POLITICIANS!
Will <<NAME OF SENATOR OR REPRESENTATIVE>> commit to opposing
this legislation?
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HOW-TO HOST A SIGN- OR FLAG-WAVING EVENT
Some people may want to hold sign-waving/flag-waving events outside the local offices of their
Representatives or Senators. Below are instructions for doing so, if you’d like to organize one.

1

Secure a location. You will want your event to be at an intersection with heavy traffic to
maximize visibility. Confirm with local officials that you are allowed to wave signs at this
location. As an alternative, you may also want to sign-wave right outside the office of your
member of Congress.

2

Make signs. We have included some suggestions for quick slogans and messages for
your signs on the next page. Feel free to write your own, but try to stay with the main
themes of “Oppose H.R. 1,” “No Welfare for Politicians!” and “Support Free Speech!”

3

If you are going to try to meet regularly (once a week, for instance, until Democrats
drop this impeachment nonsense), have one sign say something to this effect: “We’ll be
here every Thursday at 5:30 pm – Come join us!”

4

Advertise your event. Use your Facebook and other social media to let all of your activists and friends know about the event.

5

Invite the press. Notify local press (TV, radio, and newspapers) that there will be a street
rally (for example, on Thursday at 5:30 pm) and invite them to attend. You just need to
include the basic information: who, what, where, when, and contact information.

6

On the day of the event, send an email reminder to all of your group’s members and
everyone you know that is attending.

7

Take pictures! Be sure to take pictures of your sign waving event. Email the pictures to us
at photos@teapartypatriots.org or text them to (404) 996-1717 and also be sure to post
your pictures on your Facebook page and any other online forums that you use.
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SUGGESTED MESSAGES FOR SIGNS

No Welfare for Politicians!
OPPOSE HR 1!
Support Free Speech!
OPPOSE HR 1!
It’s the FIRST Amendment for a reason!
OPPOSE HR 1!
HR 1 = Welfare for Politicians!
Just Say NO!
Leave My First Amendment Alone!
OPPOSE HR 1!
If Pelosi Loves It, I Oppose It!
OPPOSE HR 1!
Don’t Mess with My First Amendment
Rights! OPPOSE HR 1!
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MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS & STAFF
PREPARING FOR THE MEETING
\ Call the office in advance and ask to meet with the district staffer who handles free
speech, campaign law, and related issues.
\ Find the nearest district office on your Senator or Representative’s official webpage:
www.senate.gov/senators/contact or www.house.gov/representatives/find
\ Identify yourself as a constituent.
\ Once you have secured a meeting time, email the staffer the day before the scheduled
meeting with any relevant information.
\ Print out a copy of the letter to your member of Congress included in this email. Be sure
to fill in his or her name and relevant information before printing.

AT THE MEETING
\ Dress professionally.
\ Always be respectful and courteous, even if you disagree with the Member or staffer.
\ Be concise and make a clear argument.
\ Give your business card (or similar) to the staffer.
\ Leave a folder with any other information (i.e. op-eds, FAQ’s, etc.) you want to leave with
them, and the copy of your letter to the Member.

FOLLOW-UP AFTER THE MEETING
\ The day after the meeting, send a thank you email to the staffer. Thank him or her for
meeting with you, and offer to answer any questions he or she may have.
\ Let Tea Party Patriots Action know about your meeting and if there is anything we should
do as a group to hold the Member accountable. (tpp.us/contact)
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OP-EDS ON THE TOPIC

Jenny Beth Martin: Democrats’
H.R. 1 Should Be Called ‘The
Lois Lerner Tribute Act’
by JENNY BETH MARTIN

|

7 Mar 2019

Democrats once again control the House, Nancy
Pelosi is once again Speaker, and I, once again, feel
as if I’m living in George Orwell’s 1984, where
war is peace, freedom is slavery, and ignorance is
strength.
How else to explain my feelings over the “openness” and
“transparency” that will be enhanced by passage of H.R.
1, the Democrats’ brazenly named “For the People Act,”
which seeks to take legitimate, protected legislative
speech and turn it into “political” speech subject to
onerous and burdensome regulation?
Campaigns and PACs already must disclose every dollar
raised and every dollar spent trying to influence the
outcome of political campaigns. This “political” speech
is already highly regulated. H.R. 1 is not going to make
them disclose more, because they already disclose.
Continue Reading... tpp.us/hr1breitbart
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If House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority
Leader Chuck Schumer have their way, competitive
elections to determine the political leadership of
our nation will be a thing of the past. Voters whose
experiences in the 2020 elections have left them with
major concerns about election integrity would see their
concerns raised to new heights, were the new PelosiSchumer election law reform scheme to become law.
That’s the virtually inevitable outcome of enactment of
H.R. 1, the inappropriately named “For the People Act.”
After even just a quick glance, one can see it would
be more accurate to have named the bill the “For the
Politicians Act.”

If enacted into law, this legislation would overturn
more than two centuries of American political
tradition and practice, and would practically invite
voter fraud.
Continue Reading... tpp.us/hr1townhall
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Tea Party Patriots Action’s mission is to equip Americans
with the resources and training they need to be engaged
citizens and effective activists. Our vision is for a nation
where individual liberty is cherished and maximized,
where the Constitution is revered and upheld, and where
Americans are free to pursue their American Dream.
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