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Talking Points: 

The Senate Needs to Pass HR 5160 to Stop 
President Obama’s Amnesty 

 
THE SENATE SHOULD TAKE UP THE BLACKBURN BILL 

• The time to secure our borders is now. 
• The recent influx of illegal immigrants across our southern border is dangerous 

and threatens the American way of life. 
• Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid should bring up Rep. Marsha Blackburn’s 

bill, HR 5160 before the elections in November. 
 
 
UNDERSTANDING DACA 

• Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, DACA, is President Obama’s executive 
amnesty.  

• DACA is unlawful amnesty that disregards current law.  
• DACA is another example of Obama’s unconstitutional circumventing of 

Congress. 
• Mark Krikorian with the Center for Immigration Studies has said: 

"This is an administrative version of the DREAM Act, which Congress has 
repeatedly rejected. The White House claims it’s just setting enforcement 
priorities, exercising ‘prosecutorial discretion’ over whom to arrest and deport, 
and that those who benefit are just getting a temporary reprieve from deportation. 
That is a brazen lie." 

• DACA sends a clear message that the Obama Administration will not enforce the 
law. This in turn is increasing the flow of illegal immigration. 



• In a recent poll, nearly 34% of Mexicans (representing 41.1 million Mexicans) 
said that they would immigrate to America if the had the chance and 17% 
admitted they would do so illegally (representing 20.6 million).1  

• Obama will not enforce the law and the United States cannot absorb this kind of 
unchecked immigration.  

• We are already seeing the impact of illegal immigration in our communities 
because the Obama Administration will not deport illegal immigrants who are 
criminals and gang members. 

• Approving billions of taxpayer dollars for emergency funding at the border is not 
the solution to the border crisis.  The solution is, simply, to enforce our existing 
laws. 

• In Fiscal Year 2013, there was a 305% increase in the number of unaccompanied 
alien children who came to the United States.  Immigration experts project that 
will grow to 1,381% in FY2014.  

• Eric Holder and The Department of Justice are forcing local communities to 
enroll illegal alien children in school, which is stretching local education budgets. 
The Mayor of Lynn, Massachusetts recently that stated adults were enrolling in 
school (presumably to claim DACA) and that DOJ has said the schools cannot 
inquire about their status or their age. 

 
UNDERSTANDING HR 5160 
 
HR 5160 is very simple and straightforward. HR 5160: 

• Prevents the Obama Administration from using any federal funds to consider 
any petitions for DACA amnesty. 

• Prevents the Obama Administration from issuing work authorization to 
anyone who is not lawfully admitted and not lawfully present in the United 
States. 

                                                        
1 http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2014/08/26/Pew-Survey-1-3-of-
Mexicans-Want-to-Move-to-America-60-Disapprove-of-Pe-a-Nieto-s-Economy 



 
 

Pre-Election Activist Guide:  
How to Plan a Town Hall Meeting Focused on Opposing 

Amnesty 
 
During the weeks leading up to the 2014 Elections, your U.S. Representative and U.S. 
Senators will spend a great deal of time in their state and district.  This is a good 
opportunity for you and your local group to engage and keep the national conversation on 
fighting amnesty.  Town hall meetings provide an excellent forum to come together as a 
community and ask questions about the President’s executive amnesty and Deferred 
Action Childhood Arrivals program (DACA).    
 
This brief guide provides ideas for how to plan and organize an effective town hall 
meeting in your local area.  Organizing your own town hall meeting is especially 
important if your Member of Congress is not planning to hold any meetings heading into 
election season. 
 
PLANNING FOR THE TOWN HALL MEETING 

1. Now is the time to begin planning your town hall.  You will need several weeks 
of lead-time, especially if you hope to have a Member of Congress participate.  

2. Create an agenda for the town hall meeting.   
3. Identify a moderator.  This person should be knowledgeable on the subject of 

immigration and able to keep the conversation going. 
4. Secure a location.   
5. Invite your Member of Congress to participate.  You may also want to invite other 

elected officials, depending on the topic.  State and local government officials 
may be interested in participating.  (Note: If your representative is unfriendly to 
the tea party movement, you may have better luck convincing him or her to 
participate if you co-host the town hall meeting with another group.  Just be sure 
to thoroughly vet the organization and make it clear that it is a partnership and 
that your group wants to be a co-equal planner.) 

6. Advertise the event.  Use social media to reach a broad audience.  If any elected 
officials are participating, encourage them to send out an email to their email lists. 



7. Invite members of the press.  Contact your local radio show hosts and tell them 
about the event.  If you have relationships with any local journalists or bloggers, 
extend a personal invitation.  

8. Encourage attendees to submit their questions in advance of the meeting to help 
manage time.  You may want to set up a dedicated webform or Google Survey to 
keep track of submissions. 

9. Create a back-up list of questions to ask if there are breaks in the conversation at 
the meeting.  

10. Prepare any handouts or documents to distribute at the meeting. 
 
WHAT IF MY REPRESENTATIVE REFUSES TO PARTICIPATE? 

• If your representative will not participate in a town hall meeting, you may still 
want to host a town hall meeting. 

• If you do host a town hall meeting without your representative, be sure to publish 
a press release and write a letter to the editor.  Mention that the people in your 
town came together to discuss a certain issue of mutual concern, but your 
representative did not want to participate.  

 
 
DURING THE TOWN HALL MEETING 

1. Welcome attendees and the guest speakers.  Thank everyone for participating. 
2. Introduce the moderator and the guest speakers. 
3. Explain the agenda.  If using a PowerPoint presentation, display the agenda so 

everyone knows how the meeting will be organized.  
4. Explain the purpose of the meeting and the chief objectives. 
5. Allow the moderator to guide the discussion and open with brief remarks and a 

few questions for the guest speakers. 
6. Allow audience members to ask questions.  Remember that the purpose of the 

town hall is to provide a forum where citizens can get answers to their questions, 
so allow as many people as possible to ask questions. 

7. Don’t allow anyone in the audience to monopolize the microphone.  Maintain a 
set time limit for questions. 
 

AFTER THE TOWN HALL MEETING 
1. Thank everyone for attending. 
2. Encourage everyone to sign up with their email addresses so they can continue to 

hear from you.   
3. Distribute a survey (either in person, or online) with questions about what the 

attendees liked about the event and what could be improved.  
4. If there are any actions that need to be taken as a result of the town hall (e.g. 

specific actions that the Member of Congress will take), write those down and 
follow-up with the appropriate people.  Once progress has been made, email the 
attendees an update.  
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Sample Tweets for Twitter: 
 
Thank you @MarshaBlackburn for working to stop executive amnesty! #NoAmnesty 
 
.@SenMarkPryor: Tell @SenatorReid to take up Blackburn DACA bill. 
 
.@SenLandrieu: Tell @SenatorReid to take up Blackburn DACA bill. 
 
.@SenatorBegich: Tell @SenatorReid to take up Blackburn DACA bill. 
 
.@SenatorHeitkamp: Tell @SenatorReid to take up Blackburn DACA bill. 
 
.@SenatorHagan: Tell @SenatorReid to take up Blackburn DACA bill. 
 
Call your Senators and ask them to tell @SenatorReid to give @MarshaBlackburn 
bill a vote! 
 
We can’t afford #DACA and executive amnesty. #NoAmnesty 
 
#DACA will only increase the flow of illegal immigration. 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:.@SenMarkPryor
mailto:.@SenatorHagan


Letter to the Editor – The Senate Should Pass H.R. 5160 to Halt 
Obama’s Amnesty Agenda 
 
 
 
America’s illegal immigration crisis at our southern border is being driven by President Obama’s 
unlawful and unconstitutional unilateral executive amnesty. This amnesty, known as DACA, sends a 
clear message that President Obama and our national leadership refuse to enforce our nation’s 
immigration laws. 
 
The President’s actions have increased illegal immigration, turning the prior wave of illegal 
immigration into a tsunami that threatens the American people and communities across the 
country.  With DACA, the President has ignored our laws. We know nothing of the people who have 
received DACA amnesty. Are any of these individuals gang members, convicted felons, or terrorists? 
There have been numerous articles about convicted felons, including murderers, whom the Obama 
Administration has refused to deport. Our communities are already less safe because of DACA, and 
that trend will only worsen as DACA continues. 
 
With DACA, the Obama Administration is issuing Social Security numbers and work authorization 
to illegal aliens. With millions of Americans out of work and millions more underemployed or 
having exited the workforce, President Obama’s policies demonstrate that the President cares more 
about jobs for illegal aliens than he does about helping Americans find work. That is a national 
disgrace. 
 
The Obama Administration is dumping illegal alien children into communities and public schools 
across the country. The federal government’s requirement that local taxpayers educate illegal alien 
children is an unfunded federal mandate that small communities cannot afford. In the past, when 
schools in Texas, Arizona and Nevada were inundated with illegal alien children, the education of 
American children suffered. With the President’s amnesty agenda, our own education system and 
our kids are now at risk. 
 
Illegal immigration is directly harming the American people. It is time for our leaders to get serious. 
The House of Representatives has already passed H.R. 5160, which would end the President’s 
unlawful administrative amnesty. The Senate must now pass the House bill, without amendment.  
 
We must demand that our U.S. Senators, [INSERT NAMES OF YOUR 2 UNITED STATES 
SENATORS] pressure Senate Majority Harry Reid to pass this bill before the November elections. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
___________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUR NAME 
YOUR ADDRESS 

 
 
 
 
Senator [FULL NAME] 
[ADDRESS] 
_______________________ 
_______________________ 
 

[INSERT DATE] 

 
Dear Senator: 
 
I am writing as your constituent to urge you to support Rep. Blackburn’s DACA reform bill, 
H.R. 5160.   The House has already passed this important legislation, and it is now time for 
the Senate to move forward on this issue. 
 
This bill would put a much-needed halt to President Obama’s plans to unilaterally implement 
amnesty, ignoring the Constitution, the rule of law, and the will of the American public. 
 
Rep. Blackburn’s bill would prohibit the Obama Administration from using federal funds to 
advance the unlawful Deferred Action for Children Arrivals (DACA) policy, which 
undermines our nation’s laws and sovereignty by granting administrative amnesty to millions 
of illegal aliens.  In recent months, we have seen an unprecedented influx of illegal 
immigrants, including many unaccompanied minors, in large part due to President Obama’s 
reckless amnesty agenda. 
  
As your constituent, I am requesting that you support efforts to call up and pass H.R. 5160 by 
unanimous consent in the Senate.  We can no longer afford to delay securing our nation’s 
border.  The Senate must act to send H.R. 5160 - without delay and without amendment - to 
President Obama for his signature. 
 
I will follow up with your staff by phone this week to hear more about your views of this 
important legislation and to learn how you plan to talk to Sen. Reid to guarantee that H.R. 
5160 will receive a vote.  
 
I look forward to speaking with your staff! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
_________________________ 
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