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When Donald Trump ran for President, he promised Americans that we would finally get a wall 
on our southern border, as had been authorized and promised for years by members of both 
parties – and he won.

From the moment President Trump won, progressives have done everything they could to over-
turn the legitimate results of the 2016 election, no matter the cost to the country or the Ameri-
can people. The left is so angry that Donald Trump beat Hillary Clinton, that they’ve now sudden-
ly declared that border walls are immoral.

But in 2006, Democrat Party leaders such as Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton, and Chuck 
Schumer all voted for the Secure Fence Act, which, among other things, required two layers of 
fencing to be built along much of the southern border. The legislation was later amended to pro-
vide one layer of barrier rather than two, but it still required a physical barrier to be built, and 
many Democratic Party leaders voted for it.

Democrats and their allies in the mainstream media apparently believe that if President Trump 
succeeds in getting funding for a border wall, he will have delivered on his biggest campaign 
promise, and there is no way they are going to allow that because all they can think about is win-
ning in 2020.

Some federal employees are furloughed right now in what is a partial government shutdown. 
This partial shutdown could end today if the Democrats would only put American safety, sover-
eignty, and law ahead of their personal feelings about President Trump and their political am-
bitions for 2020. We sympathize with federal workers who are not getting paid, and we want to 
make sure that every American understands that it is the Democrats who refuse to fund Ameri-
can security, and therefore will not fund the government in full.

This is why we created this “How-To” Guide and our hub action page at tpp.us/bordersecurity. 
Be sure to check it daily.

This simple “How-To” Guide is designed for individual activists and groups alike. We have includ-
ed sample social media, a sample letter to the editor (as well as guidance for how to write a let-
ter to the editor), and a sample letter to Congress, among other resources. Make sure to look at 
the FAQ, and particularly the question, “Isn’t illegal immigration down?” Liberals are trying hard 
to claim that there is no crisis. Make sure you know the truth!

We look forward to seeing how you employ the various components of this “How-To” Guide! 

In liberty,

The Tea Party Patriots Action Support Team

OVERVIEW OF THE ISSUE

http://tpp.us/bordersecurity
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OPTIONS FOR ENGAGEMENT

Write 1 Facebook post to share with your friends about the need for Democrats to 
pass a bill that funds President Trump’s border security package, including a wall, and 
reopens the government. 
 (Total time: 10 minutes) 

Tweet about securing our country’s southern border. 
 (Total time: 10 minutes) 

Write a letter to the editor. 
 (Total time: 1 hour – or use our template & it will take even less time!) 

Write an email or letter to your Senators and Representative about standing strong 
and demanding funding for border security. 
 (Total time: 30 minutes) 

Write an email or letter to your network encouraging them to also make calls to their 
Senators and Representative about quickly approving funding for President Trump’s 
border security package. 
 (Total time: 10 minutes)

Sign our petition and be sure to “check the box” so we can send your name to your 
members of Congress. (Total time: 5 minutes). Our petition can be found here: 
tpp.us/borderpetition
 (Total time: 5 minutes)

Share our petition (http://tpp.us/borderpetition) on social media. 
 (Total time: 5 minutes)

Call your Senators and Representative to tell them you want them to fund President 
Trump’s border security package and put Americans first. 
 (Total time: 10 minutes)

Organize a sign-waving event, either as a one-time event or a recurring event until our 
border is secured. 
 (Organizing time: 30 minutes. Total event time: 2 hours)

Plan a visit to your Senators’ and/or Representative’s office either alone or with a 
group of people, and bring a copy of your printed letter. 
 (Organizing time: 30 minutes. Total event time: 2 hours)

Share Jenny Beth’s op-eds on social media. Articles by Jenny Beth and others an be 
found here: tpp.us/bordersecurity#articles
 (Total time: 5 minutes)

















http://tpp.us/borderpetition
http://tpp.us/bordersecurity#articles
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In 2014, the mainstream media called the issue a “crisis” and a “problem” that “reached epic 
proportions.” The problem is worse today, and yet the media and the Democrats now say it’s a 
“manufactured crisis” because they want to “resist” President Trump.

In 2006, Democrats including Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Chuck Schumer, and Hillary Clinton 
(among others) voted for the Secure Fence Act of 2006. The law required a physical barrier be built 
at the southern border, but Congress has continually failed to appropriate the money to do so, 
even though it is required by current law.

Each month 60,000 people attempt to come into our country illegally – more than 2,000 per 
day. The majority of migrants are now either adults travelling with children, or unaccompanied 
children, because legal loopholes incentivize bringing children on a very dangerous journey.

U.S. officials now have evidence to show that at least some of these children are being “recycled” 
out of the country once they gain entry, in order to serve as the children of multiple sets of adults 
because of legal loopholes that allow adults that arrive with children to be released into the 
country, most of whom disappear and never show up for their immigration hearings.

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) has arrested 266,000 aliens with criminal records in 
the last two years. This includes aliens charged or convicted of 100,000 assaults, nearly 30,000 sex 
crimes, and 4,000 violent killings.

Nearly 1/3 of women trying to reach our southern border report being sexually assaulted on the 
trek. 70% of all migrants are victims of violence.

Over the years, thousands of Americans have been killed by those who illegally entered our 
country.

In 2017, nearly 300 Americans per week were killed by heroin – more than 90% of which arrives in 
the U.S. across our southern border.

Democrats spent $831 billion of our money on a failed “stimulus” in 2009, giving billions to their 
cronies and well-connected companies, but refuse to spend $5.7 billion on our own border 
security. This is shameful.

When we add up federal, state, and local costs stemming from illegal immigration and open 
borders, the total has now risen to approximately $116 billion annually. Spending $5.7 billion to 
secure our borders will cut the costs of illegal immigration drastically. 

We know physical barriers work: in each of four Customs and Border Protection sectors where 
physical barriers have been improved or expanded – El Paso, Yuma, Tucson, and San Diego – 
illegal traffic has dropped by at least 90%.

Any American citizen who has ever flown anywhere, and has gone through the lines and scanners 
and pat-downs with the TSA, understands the need for a physical barrier and an orderly process 
in order to protect the people of our great nation.

BORDER SECURITY TALKING POINTS
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Sign the @TPPatriots petition to bring order 
to the border & protect Americans:
http://tpp.us/bordersecurity #WallsWork 
#DemocratShutdown

@[INSERT YOUR SENATOR’S TWITTER 
ID] It’s time to  approve funding for 
the wall & reopen the government! 
#SchumerShutdown #WallsWork 

@SenateMajLdr America wants the 
Senate to stand by @realDonaldTrump 
to #BuildTheWall & uphold your oaths! 
#WallsWork #SchumerShutdown

It’s time to #BuildTheWall like Obama, Biden, 
Clinton & Schumer voted to do in 2006. This 
#shutdown could end today if #Democrats 
would fund the wall they voted for 12 years 
ago. #WallsWork

We need #OrderAtTheBorder! #BuildTheWall 
#WallsWork #SchumerShutdown 
#DemocratShutdown #ProtectAmerica

The American people elected @POTUS to 
secure our borders & #BuildTheWall. Stop 
playing politics with our safety. #WallsWork 
@SpeakerPelosi @SenSchumer

.@[INSERT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE’S 
TWITTER ID] It’s time to  approve funding 
for the wall & reopen the government! 
#DemocratShutdown #WallsWork @
SpeakerPelosi

I just called @[INSERT YOUR SENATOR’S 
TWITTER ID] to say #BuildTheWall, 
protect America & stop playing politics! 
Now it’s your turn to call your Senators! 
#SchumerShutdown #WallsWork

$831 billion “stimulus” bill, $4.4 trillion 
annual spending, but #Democrats refuse 
to fund $5.7 billion for border security & 
the fence that is already mandated by law. 
#shame #SchumerShutdown

When you fly, TSA makes you wait behind 
walls, show ID & proceed in an orderly 
fashion. No one gets on a plane without 
following the rules. Why is the border any 
different? #BuildTheWall #WallsWork

@SenSchumer @SpeakerPelosi @
SenateMajLdr: Support legislation to 
secure the border, stop illegal immigration, 
& reopen the government – in that order! 
#WallsWork

SAMPLE SOCIAL MEDIA
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NEW
S

HOW TO WRITE A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

What is a Letter to the Editor?
A letter to the editor is a letter written to 
the Editor of a newspaper.  The letter is 
an opportunity for you to express your 
opinion about a recent article published 
in the paper or an issue in the news.  

Writing letters to the editor is an import-
ant engagement tool for activists.  They 
allow activists to do the following:

GUIDELINES FOR GETTING A LETTER 
TO THE EDITOR PUBLISHED

Most newspapers publish guidelines with 
their specific requirements for getting a 
letter published, but here are some general 
rules that will help you get your letter to the 
editor published.

• Include your name and address and 
a telephone number where you can be 
reached. 

• Be respectful and courteous, even 
when disagreeing with the Editorial Board 
about a specific issue. 

• Be specific.  If you are opposed to 
Obamacare, mention the specific reasons 
why. Provide examples. 

• Cite your sources.  If you include any 
quoted material, be sure to correctly cite 
your source or attribute the quote. 

• Use proper grammar.  Spellcheck 
your letter and be sure to use proper 
grammar.  Refer to The Elements of Style 
for a great overview of effective writing. 

• Be concise.  Letters to the editor are 
much more likely to be published if they 
are 300 words or less.  Make your point 
as clearly and concisely as possible.

1) Reach a broader audience 
than you normally would have;

2) Hold your local journalists 
accountable;

3) Present alternative views on 
political issues.

Letters to the editor are usually found in 
the first section of the newspaper or on 
the editorial page.
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SAMPLE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor,

In 2006, Barack Obama, Joe Biden, Chuck Schumer, and Hillary Clinton voted for a 
physical barrier at our southern border in the Secure Fence Act, but now they denounce 
a physical barrier. Democrats claim spending $5.7 billion on American border security is 
wasteful, but happily threw away $831 billion on President Obama’s “stimulus” bill that 
gave our money to well-connected companies and cronies.

Democrats like Nancy Pelosi have shut down part of the government in order to “resist” 
President Trump, and it lays bare their desire to put politics above protection of the country.

Over the years, thousands of Americans have been assaulted, raped, or murdered by 
criminals who have entered the country illegally. 

But it’s not just Americans who suffer from this security and humanitarian crisis. More 
than 30% of migrant women say they are sexually assaulted on the journey north, and US 
officials now believe that many children are “recycled” back out of the country to be used 
as the children of multiple sets of adults. What else are these children are forced to endure?

President Trump is asking for more beds, medical care, and other items requested by 
Democrats and Border Patrol. The Democrats are also standing in the way of this funding.

A fence, a wall – a physical barrier, as mandated by the 2006 Secure Fence Act – would 
help Border Patrol maintain order at the border, just as TSA does at our airports. It would 
be a literal roadblock, preventing violent drug cartels and human traffickers from taking 
advantage of our open borders, and it would save the lives of both Americans and migrants.

I urge my fellow residents of <<Your City, State>> to call both Senators and your 
Representative, and ask them to support legislation to secure the border, stop illegal 
immigration, and reopen our government – in that order.

<<Your Name>>
<<Your City>>
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SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATORS

<<Today’s Date>>

The Honorable <<Senator or Representative’s First and Last Name>>
<<Senator or Representative’s  Address>>
United States Senate or House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator/Congressman <<Senator or Representative’s Last Name>>,

I write to urge you to quickly approve President Trump’s border security package, including 
the physical barrier at our southern border that has been mandated by law for over 12 years, 
and supported by Democrats for many years – until now. Border Patrol has requested a 
physical barrier for many years because it will allow them to maintain order at the border, 
and to systematically address every person that seeks to immigrate into the United States, 
just as the TSA does at airports.   

Members of Congress who refuse to fund the physical barrier and the other items requested 
by President Trump have put politics and negative, personal feelings for the President 
before the safety of their citizens and their country. 

Some say that building a wall or fence on the border is wasteful spending. But border 
security is not wasteful spending; rather, it is one of the most important responsibilities of 
the federal government. Furthermore, $5.7 billion is a tiny fraction of the over $4.4 trillion 
budget that the federal government now spends annually. Additionally, the cost of illegal 
immigration now totals $116 billion per year. In sectors where physical barriers have 
been improved or expanded – El Paso, Yuma, Tucson, and San Diego – illegal traffic has 
dropped by at least 90%. So, we know that building a wall or fence will substantially cut 
costs.

There is no moral reason to oppose an orderly system at our border that allows Border 
Patrol to better secure our people.

I am asking you to support legislation to secure the border, stop illegal immigration, and 
reopen our government – in that order. 

Thank you,

<<Your Name>>
<<Your Full Address>>
<<Your Email Address>>
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SAMPLE EMAIL TO FRIENDS AND NETWORK

Below is a short email that you can send to your friends or tea party group, encouraging them 
to call or write their Senators and Representative, asking them to vote to approve President 
Trump’s border security package, including the wall/fence. 

Dear <<Friend’s Name>>,

As you may know, over the years, thousands of Americans have been killed by criminals that entered 
our country illegally; nearly 300 Americans die every week from heroin usage, with over 90% of heroin 
coming across our southern border. In addition to the lives lost or damaged from illegal immigration, the 
monetary cost of open borders stands at $116 billion annually. 

Right now, the Democrats in Congress refuse to fully fund the government because they have a personal 
and political vendetta against President Trump. They do not want to give him a “win,” despite the fact 
that if they were to agree to fund the President’s border security package, the “winners” would be the 
American people. Our safety, security, economy, and lives shouldn’t be risked simply because politicians 
don’t like each other.

Lastly, the two main criticisms from Democrats are that a) the wall or fence won’t work, and b) it is 
wasteful spending. First, we know that in each of four Customs and Border Protection sectors where 
physical barriers have been improved or expanded – El Paso, Yuma, Tucson, and San Diego – illegal 
traffic has dropped by at least 90%. So, we know physical barriers work. Second, the federal government 
now spends $4.4 trillion dollars annually, and every year this number increases. The President is asking 
for $5.7 billion to prevent illegal crossings of criminals, drugs, human traffickers, as well as other 
resources previously requested by Border Patrol and Democrats, and because physical barriers work, 
the current cost of illegal immigration would decrease dramatically and easily cover the cost of the 
President’s request.

Please call or write your Senators and your Representative and urge him or her to support legislation to 
secure the border, stop illegal immigration, and reopen the government – in that order. You can call the 
Capitol switchboard at 202-224-3121 and ask for your Senator’s or Representative’s name, and they will 
transfer you. You’ll need to hang up and call again to reach all three elected officials’ offices. Let me know 
if you need help finding the name of your members of Congress! 

The crisis at our border is real, and only we the people can force Democrats to stop being petty, put 
personal feelings aside, and do the right thing to address the crisis.

Sincerely,

<<Your Name>>

To: <<Friend’s Email>>

From: <<Your Email>>
Subject: Justice Kavanaugh needs our support
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SAMPLE SCRIPT FOR CALLING SENATORS

We have provided Phone scripts for calling Senators and Representatives, broken down by party, 
and urging them to quickly approve President Trump’s border security package.

Main Capitol Switchboard Number: 1-202-224-3121
1.   Ask for your Senator or Representative’s office.
        (Note: Have your zip code available. The operator may ask for your zip code.)

2.   Your Senator or Representative’s office assistant will answer the phone.

3.   Identify yourself and explain why you are calling.

Hello, my name is <<Your Name>>, and I’m calling from <<City>>. I’m calling to ask <<Name of Senator 
or Representative>> to put his/her constituents’ safety and interests ahead of – rather than behind – the 
interests of people who cross into the country illegally. As you know, Officer Ronil Singh, a legal immigrant 
murdered by an illegal immigrant, is the one of the latest American victims of open borders. Democrats 
have supported a wall and increased border security for years, even voting for the border wall in 2006 and 
2013, but now, suddenly, they don’t. 

President Trump has asked for funding for a broad approach that addresses both security and 
humanitarian needs, including fighting more effectively against human trafficking, and his approach 
incorporates ideas from Border Patrol and Democrats. Will <<Name of Senator or Representative>> 
commit to supporting legislation to secure the border, stop illegal immigration, and reopen our 
government?

Hello, my name is <<Your Name>>, and I’m calling from <<City>>. I’m calling to ask <<Name of Senator 
or Representative>> to stand firmly with President Trump in this fight for border security, and to refuse 
to reopen the government until the President’s border security package is funded in full. I am also calling 
to ask that <<Name of Senator or Representative>> vocally and loudly support the President and the 
American people in this request. It is not enough to just vote. 

In this situation, we need every voice that cares about American safety and sovereignty to speak loudly and 
consistently in support of these border security efforts. The Democrats are worried about some missing 
paychecks that will eventually be paid. Republicans should be worried about murder, rape, and lives lost to 
addiction that are a direct result of open borders. Will <<Name of Senator or Representative>> commit 
to putting Americans first and funding the wall and other border security elements before agreeing to 
reopen the government?

WHEN CALLING A DEMOCRAT

WHEN CALLING A REPUBLICAN
(Note: If you are sure the Republican is supportive, adjust as necessary to ask them to stay strong, and thank them for doing so.)
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HOST A SIGN-WAVING OR LOCAL RALLY EVENT

When this movement started there were only 22 people who committed around the country to 
hosting events. None of those 22 really had any idea if people would show up or not. Still, they 
knew they had to bring attention to the out of control government. You may not have a lot of 
people join you the first week or two you host a sign waving event. Keep going anyway. 

This is important to do.  Have the courage to make your voice heard even if you do not know 
how many others will be there with you. Know that you will NOT be alone as others around the 
country will also be participating simultaneously around the country. 

Secure a location. You will want your event to be at an intersection with heavy traffic to 
maximize visibility.  Confirm with local officials that you are allowed to wave signs at this 
location. As an alternative, you may also want to sign-wave right outside the office of your 
member of Congress.

Make signs.  We have included some suggestions for quick slogans and messages for 
your signs on the next page.  Feel free to write your own, but try to stay with the main 
themes of “Walls Work,” “Secure Our Border,” and “Build The Wall.”

Have one sign say something to this effect, if you are going to try to meet regularly (until 
the wall gets funded, for instance): “We’ll be here every Thursday at 5:30 pm – Come join 
us!”

Advertise your event. Use your Facebook and other social media to let all of your activ-
ists and friends know about the event. 

Invite the press. Notify local press (TV, radio, and newspapers) that there will be a street 
rally (for example) on Thursday at 5:30 pm and invite them to attend.

On the day of the event, send an email reminder to all of your group’s members.

Take pictures! Be sure to take pictures of your sign waving event. Email the pictures to us 
at photos@teapartypatriots.org or text them to (404) 996-1717 and also be sure to post 
your pictures on your Facebook page and any other online forums that you use.

1

2

3

4

5
6

mailto:photos%40teapartypatriots.org?subject=Event%20Photos
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SUGGESTED MESSAGES FOR SIGNS

300 Americans die every week from heroin. Secure our borders now!

Tell Democrats: Fund President Trump’s Border Security Package Today!

America deserves a border security!

Hey Democrats: Secure the border first! America First!

Walls work!

Border security first!

America: A Nation of Laws!

Call Democrats & ask them to:
Support legislation to secure the border

Stop illegal immigration
Reopen our government

Build the Wall & Bring Order to the Border!

Open Borders Kill. Walls work!

Democrats: Party of Open Borders & Chaos 
Tell Them to Build the Wall First!

Federal Budget: $4.4 TRILLION 
Border Security: $5.7 billion.  

Tell Democrats to put America First!

Protect Americans and migrants – build the wall!

Stop human trafficking 
Build the wall & secure our border!

Stop border violence & drug cartels 
Build the wall & secure our border!

Airports and TSA have walls & rules, why not our borders?
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MEETING WITH MEMBERS OF CONGRESS & STAFF

PREPARING FOR THE MEETING
 \ Call the office in advance and ask to meet with the district staffer who handles 

immigration.

 \ Find the nearest district office on your Senator or Representative’s official webpage: 
www.senate.gov/senators/contact or www.house.gov/representatives/find

 \ Identify yourself as a constituent. 

 \ Once you have secured a meeting time, email the staffer the day before the scheduled 
meeting with any relevant information.

 \ Print out a copy of the Tea Party Patriots Action flyer about the documentary Border 
States of America, which is included at the end of this “How-To” Guide.

 \ Print out a copy of the letter to your member of Congress included in this email. Be sure 
to fill in his or her name and relevant information before printing.

AT THE MEETING
 \ Dress professionally. 

 \ Always be respectful and courteous, even if you disagree with the Member or staffer.

 \ Be concise and make a clear argument. 

 \ Give your business card (or similar) to the staffer.

 \ Leave a folder with any other information (i.e. op-eds, FAQ’s, etc.) you want to leave with 
them, and the copy of your letter to the Member.

 

FOLLOW-UP AFTER THE MEETING
 \ The day after the meeting, send a thank you email to the staffer. Thank him or her for 

meeting with you, and offer to answer any questions he or she may have.

 \ Let Tea Party Patriots Action know about your meeting and if there is anything we should 
do as a group to hold the Member accountable. (tpp.us/contact)

https://www.senate.gov/senators/contact
http://www.house.gov/representatives/find
http://tpp.us/contact
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS*

Do walls really work? Isn’t this a “medieval solution for a modern problem”?

Walls work. Congressional Democrats, who risibly claim that a wall won’t because it’s a “medie-
val solution” to a modern problem, should try making the same argument about the wheel. The 
data shows that anywhere we have built walls with the correct mix of personnel and technology, 
we have seen a massive drop in illegal crossings – usually by 90% or more. 

• San Diego (built in 1992): Apprehensions of illegal aliens crossing the border dropped 
92% over the past 23 years

• El Paso (built in 1993):  Apprehensions of illegal aliens crossing the border dropped 
72% in one year and 95% over 22 years

• Tucson (built in 2000):  Apprehensions of illegal aliens crossing the border dropped 
90% over 15 years

• Yuma (built in 2005): Apprehensions of illegal aliens crossing the border dropped 95% 
over 9 years

Is the President being unreasonable in his request? Is he refusing to compromise?

No. President Trump has asked Congress to fulfill its solemn duty to protect the American peo-
ple and provide the needed funding to secure the border. The frontline men and women of the 
U.S. Border Patrol have long said they need border barriers and it’s up to Congress to deliver. 
The President has already shown he is willing to compromise by agreeing to a steel barrier along 
the border rather than a concrete one. Congressional Democrats must decide if they will contin-
ue to prioritize partisan politics and their desire for open borders over supporting a mainstream, 
common sense solution to keep our country and our people safe.

Are walls immoral? 

No. It’s unclear why Nancy Pelosi and other prominent Congressional Democrats believe that a 
border wall is “immoral” while other physical barriers, which Democrats have repeatedly voted 
to fund, are not. It is also interesting that Congressional Democrats have made no similar out-
cries over the “immorality” of border walls erected by other nations, such as the walls in Jordan, 
Israel, and the Vatican.

*Provided by the White House
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Aren’t these migrants seeking asylum from dangerous conditions? 

Most asylum claims made by migrants arriving from the Northern Triangle of Central America 
(i.e. Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador) have proven to be meritless. That’s because wide-
spread knowledge of loopholes in United States immigration—namely the low threshold screen-
ing standards to claim asylum— have enabled migrants to fraudulently claim “credible fear” and 
be released into the United States.  

Due to the low bar for credible-fear, DHS is seeing applicants—well-coached by coyotes, advo-
cates, and others—utter the “magic words” to gain entry into American communities. 

• Over the last five years, DHS has seen a 1,750% increase in credible fear claims for 
aliens who have been placed in expedited removal. 

• The total number of credible-fear referrals for interviews increased from about 5,000 a 
year in FY 2008 to about 100,000 in FY 2018.  

• Over the last ten years, there has been a 300% increase in aliens placed in expedited 
removal from the Northern Triangle. 89 percent of aliens from the Northern Triangle 
with a credible fear finding are found to have positive credible fear, yet only nine per-
cent of the cases completed in FY 2018 were ultimately granted asylum.

NOTE:  Not only is economic migration not a legitimate grounds for asylum by law, but migration 
has steadily increased even though the conditions in many of these countries have been steadily 
improving. Homicide rates in Honduras have been cut in half since 2012, and Guatemala’s are at 
their lowest level since 2000.  El Salvador has seen enough job growth in recent years to justify 
the return of those who were unable to come home after earthquakes in the 2000s.  

What other evidence do we have that these asylum claims are not meritorious?

Mexico is generously offering all migrants asylum, work permits, and a specific job. Nevertheless, 
migrants have turned down this offer with the stated intention of reaching the United States for 
economic opportunities.  

A significant percentage of those migrants claiming to be seeking asylum fail to appear for their 
hearings before an Immigration Judge and subsequently disappear into the interior of the Unit-
ed States.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS* (CONT.)

*Provided by the White House
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Are criminals coming across the border?  

In Fiscal Year 2018, CBP arrested 17,000 individuals with criminal records. On a typical day, CBP 
apprehends 21 wanted criminals at our Southern Border. The officers and agents must be vig-
ilant about identifying national security and public safety threats above all others and denying 
entry to those who might do us harm.

Criminal aliens in the interior of the country is an issue as well.  In the last two years alone, ICE 
officers made 266,000 arrests of aliens with criminal records – including those charged or con-
victed of 100,000 assaults and nearly 30,000 sex crimes.

Is the crisis at our border fueling our nation’s drug epidemic?

Our porous southern border has allowed drugs to flood into our country and endanger the 
security and well-being of American communities. Mexico is the source of more than 90 percent 
of wholesale heroin seized by law enforcement in the United States, up from only 10 percent in 
2003. The amount of fentanyl seized by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) in FY 2017 
(2,370 pounds) was enough to kill every American citizen by overdose. 

Does the crisis at our border pose a terror threat? 

Overall, DHS stops on average 10 individuals on the terrorist watch list per day from traveling to 
or entering the United States—and more than 3,700 in Fiscal Year 2017. Most of these individu-
als are trying to enter the United States from points abroad by air, but we must also be focused 
on stopping those who try to get in by land. Additionally, last year at our Southern Border, DHS 
encountered more than 3,000 “special interest aliens”—individuals with suspicious travel pat-
terns who may pose a national security risk—not to mention the many criminals, smugglers, 
traffickers, and other threat actors who try to exploit our borders. 

This threat isn’t new. In 2016, President Obama’s DHS Secretary Jeh Johnson ordered that DHS 
form a “multi-DHS Component SIA Joint Action Group” to drive efforts to “counter the threats 
posed by the smuggling of SIAs.” Just this month, the House Homeland Security Committee 
released a report outlining the threat posed by SIAs, as well as unknown and other potentially 
dangerous individuals, traveling to the United States using illicit pathways.  The report can be 
found at:  
https:/republicans-homeland.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/FINAL-SIA-REPORT.pdf

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS* (CONT.)
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Isn’t illegal immigration down? 

Some media figures, who do not understand loopholes in United States immigration law, have 
tried to argue that because illegal borders crossings are lower today than in previous years, that 
we are not experiencing an illegal immigration crisis. That argument is wrong. 

1. The critical difference between illegal border crossings in 2000 vs. today is that, in 2000, 
the vast majority were Mexican single adults, and, as such, those entering illegally were 
detained and repatriated to their home country within hours.  
 
Today, DHS is experiencing an influx of illegal migrants for whom it cannot deliver legal 
consequences (i.e. minors and adults who arrive with minors). As such, rather than detain-
ing and removing these individuals, DHS simply catches them and then releases them into 
American communities. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS* (CONT.)

FISCAL YEAR 2000 FISCAL YEAR 2018

In FY 2000, CBP apprehended 1.6 
million migrants attempting to illegally 
enter the United States.

In FY 2000, CBP apprehensions were 
primarily single adults and, as such, 
95% of apprehensions were repatriated 
within hours.

In FY 2000, 98% of CBP apprehensions 
were Mexican nationals.

In FY18, CBP apprehended 400,000 
migrants attempting to illegally enter 
the United States

In FY18, well over a third of all illegal 
migrants apprehended by CBP were 
family units or unaccompanied minors 
(i.e. are individuals for whom DHS cannot deliver 
legal consequences and who are instead released 
into the United States interior). 

In FY18, 56% of CBP apprehensions 
were Central American.

*Provided by the White House
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2. In December, DHS averaged 2,000 illegal entries a day at the Southern border. 

3. Fiscal Year 2018 is the highest number of family unit apprehensions on record – it is more 
than 40% higher than any previous year on record. 

4. It takes DHS one year to remove the number of family unit migrants that cross our border 
illegally every three days.

5. To demonstrate the nature of the problem. Of the illegal alien apprehended in FY17:

 » 82% of single adults had been repatriated

 » 91% of Mexican single adults had been repatriated 

 » Only 1.1% of non-Mexican family unit aliens had been repatriated

 » Only 1.8% of non-Mexican unaccompanied alien minors had been repatriated  
(i.e. of the 31,754 unaccompanied minors CBP apprehended from the Northern Triangle in FY17, 
98.2 percent remain in the country today) 

How does our porous border endanger the well-being of migrant children?

Aliens know generally that if they bring ANY minor with them they will be apprehended by Cus-
toms and Border Protection and released into the interior of the United States.  This well-known 
loophole acts a magnet for family units and entices smugglers to use children as a way to gain 
access to the United States by posing a family unit. 

In the last two months, DHS has seen an over 100 percent increase in fraudulent family units at 
the Southern border (538 in the last two months, compared to 507 the five months prior to that) 
Additionally, we see NINE fraudulent family units each day. The result of these loopholes is that 
smugglers and illegal migrants know that if they arrive in the United States illegally under the 
age of 18 (or arrive with someone else under the age of 18), they can benefit from catch-and-re-
lease and then disappear into the interior of the country. 

What are we doing to combat the humanitarian crisis at our border?

Congress must secure the border in order to stop the humanitarian crisis at our border. Loop-
holes in United States immigration law encourage parents to send their children alone on a 
dangerous journey to the United States, often at the hands of unscrupulous human traffickers. 
Data shows that 31% of women and 17% of men are sexually assaulted along the journey. Addi-
tionally, 68% of migrants and refugees are victims of violence along the journey. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS* (CONT.)
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OP-ED FROM TEA PARTY PATRIOTS ACTION

early three weeks have passed since our 
government shut down over Democrats’ refusal to 
secure our southern border. Since then, President 
Trump has fought for a solution and worked 

to engage with Democrat leadership. Still, Democrats 
in Congress refuse to take our border crisis seriously, 
leaving the safety of American communities in jeopardy.

The problems at our southern border are a true 
humanitarian crisis; just look at the numbers. Roughly 85 
percent of the 60,000 migrants who arrived at our border 
during each of the past three months illegally crossed 
into the United States.

Meanwhile, U.S. Border Patrol seized more than 457,000 
pounds of illicit drugs — including cocaine, heroin, 
marijuana, methamphetamine and fentanyl — being 
trafficked into our country just between Oct. 2017 and 
Aug. 2018.

Illegal immigration is destructive to the American 
communities impacted by drug trafficking and 
transnational crime. It puts a strain on law enforcement 
resources and burdens our nation’s legal immigration 
system, with immigration courts facing a backlog of over 
786,000 pending cases in fiscal 2018.

In other words, our nation’s broken immigration system 
and weak borders are hurting the countless individuals 
who have chosen to respect the rule of law and wait their 
turn to pursue the American dream.

As President Trump said in his Tuesday night address 
from the Oval Office, “America proudly welcomes 
millions of lawful immigrants who enrich our society and 
contribute to our nation. But all Americans are hurt by 
uncontrolled, illegal migration.”

That is why the president continues to ask Democrats 
to work with his administration on an agreement 

Congress Must Take Our Border Crisis More Seriously
BY JENNY BETH MARTIN
January 12, 2019

N

that would fund both the government and a wall on our 
southern border. His proposal makes sense: $5.7 billion 
in border security funding to build a physical barrier, 
hire immigration judges, border patrol agents, and 
law enforcement personnel, and provide humanitarian 
resources. 

Walls work. The wall built in 1992 in San Diego led to a 
92 percent reduction in apprehensions of illegal border 
crossers over 23 years. The wall built in El Paso in 1993 led 
to a 95 percent reduction in apprehensions of illegal border 
crossers over 22 years. The wall built in Tucson in 2000 led 
to a 90 percent reduction in apprehensions of illegal border 
crossers over 15 years. And the wall built in Yuma in 2005 
led to a 95 percent reduction in apprehensions of illegal 
border crossers over 9 years.

The president’s request contains provisions similar to those 
Democrats supported just a few short years ago: Many of 
them have previously voted to provide billions for border 
security and build a fence as a barrier between the United 
States and Mexico.

But Democrats in Congress are no longer interested in 
finding lasting solutions to a humanitarian crisis — even 
though portions of a wall are already being built and 
completed at our southern border.

Democrats have made no secret of the fact that they want 
nothing short of open borders and amnesty for illegal 
aliens, at the expense of communities hurt by gang violence 
and criminals shielded by sanctuary city policies.

Instead of protecting Americans, they have chosen to 
double down on their obstruction with a proposal that 
would direct billions in excess, unnecessary funding to 
foreign governments and aid programs that do not serve the 
American people.

Democrats’ resistance to finding a solution and their 
support for harmful policies continue to work against 
Americans’ interests. If they truly wanted to do their jobs 
and help our country, they would join President Trump to 
reach an agreement with our nation’s security in mind – one 
that funds our government and secures our southern border.

Available Online: https://dailycaller.com/2019/01/12/congress-border-crisis-serious
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Tea Party Patriots Action’s mission is to equip Americans 
with the resources and training they need to be engaged 
citizens and effective activists. Our vision is for a nation 

where individual liberty is cherished and maximized, 
where the Constitution is revered and upheld, and where 

Americans are free to pursue their American Dream.


